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Heinrich Schütz (1585-1672) was the most important and influential German composer of the seventeenth
century. Director of music at the electoral Saxon court in Dresden, he was lauded by his German
contemporaries as "the father of our modern music", as "the Orpheus of our time." Yet despite the esteem in
which his music is still held today, Schütz himself and the rich cultural environment in which he lived
continue to be little known or understood beyond the linguistic borders of his native Germany.

Drawing on original manuscript and print sources, A Heinrich Schütz Reader brings the composer to life
through more than 150 documents by or about Heinrich Schütz, from his earliest studies under Giovanni
Gabrieli to accounts of his final hours. Editor and translator Gregory S. Johnston penetrates the archaic
script, confronts the haphazard orthography and obsolete vocabulary, and untangles the knotted grammatical
constructions and syntax to produce translations that allow English speakers, as never before, to engage the
composer directly.

Most of the German, Latin and Italian documents included in this volume appear for the first time in English
translation. A number of these texts have not even been printed in their original language. Dedications and
prefaces of his printed music, letters and memoranda, poetry and petitions, travel passes and contracts, all
offer immediate and unabridged access to the composer's life. To habituate the reader ever more in Schütz's
world, the entries are richly annotated with biographical detail; clarifications of professional relationships
and ancestral lines; information on geographic regions, domains, cities, courts and institutions; and
references to biblical, classical and contemporary literary sources.

Johnston opens a door for researchers and scholars across a broad range of disciplines, and at the same time
provides an historical complement and literary companion for anyone who has come to appreciate the beauty
of Schütz's music.
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From reader reviews:

Dorothy Tran:

The book A Heinrich Schütz Reader: Letters and Documents in Translation can give more knowledge and
also the precise product information about everything you want. Why must we leave a very important thing
like a book A Heinrich Schütz Reader: Letters and Documents in Translation? Several of you have a
different opinion about reserve. But one aim this book can give many data for us. It is absolutely suitable.
Right now, try to closer using your book. Knowledge or facts that you take for that, you can give for each
other; you are able to share all of these. Book A Heinrich Schütz Reader: Letters and Documents in
Translation has simple shape nevertheless, you know: it has great and massive function for you. You can
appearance the enormous world by available and read a book. So it is very wonderful.

Gregg Spencer:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside with friends, fun activity together with family or
just watching TV 24 hours a day. You can have new activity to enjoy your whole day by reading a book.
Ugh, think reading a book can definitely hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It ok you
can have the e-book, taking everywhere you want in your Touch screen phone. Like A Heinrich Schütz
Reader: Letters and Documents in Translation which is getting the e-book version. So , try out this book?
Let's observe.

Christopher Melendez:

This A Heinrich Schütz Reader: Letters and Documents in Translation is completely new way for you who
has interest to look for some information given it relief your hunger details. Getting deeper you in it getting
knowledge more you know or else you who still having small amount of digest in reading this A Heinrich
Schütz Reader: Letters and Documents in Translation can be the light food in your case because the
information inside that book is easy to get through anyone. These books produce itself in the form that is
certainly reachable by anyone, sure I mean in the e-book type. People who think that in e-book form make
them feel tired even dizzy this publication is the answer. So there is no in reading a guide especially this one.
You can find what you are looking for. It should be here for anyone. So , don't miss the idea! Just read this e-
book style for your better life as well as knowledge.

Kurt Bohnert:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your chosen book? Or your book had been rare? Why so
many issue for the book? But just about any people feel that they enjoy with regard to reading. Some people
likes reading, not only science book but in addition novel and A Heinrich Schütz Reader: Letters and
Documents in Translation or even others sources were given expertise for you. After you know how the good
a book, you feel need to read more and more. Science guide was created for teacher or perhaps students
especially. Those ebooks are helping them to put their knowledge. In various other case, beside science



reserve, any other book likes A Heinrich Schütz Reader: Letters and Documents in Translation to make your
spare time considerably more colorful. Many types of book like this.
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