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Should laws about sex and pornography be based on social conventions about what is disgusting? Should
felons be required to display bumper stickers or wear T-shirts that announce their crimes? This powerful and
elegantly written book, by one of America's most influential philosophers, presents a critique of the role that
shame and disgust play in our individual and social lives and, in particular, in the law.

Martha Nussbaum argues that we should be wary of these emotions because they are associated in troubling
ways with a desire to hide from our humanity, embodying an unrealistic and sometimes pathological wish to
be invulnerable. Nussbaum argues that the thought-content of disgust embodies "magical ideas of
contamination, and impossible aspirations to purity that are just not in line with human life as we know it."
She argues that disgust should never be the basis for criminalizing an act, or play either the aggravating or
the mitigating role in criminal law it currently does. She writes that we should be similarly suspicious of
what she calls "primitive shame," a shame "at the very fact of human imperfection," and she is harshly
critical of the role that such shame plays in certain punishments.

Drawing on an extraordinarily rich variety of philosophical, psychological, and historical references--from
Aristotle and Freud to Nazi ideas about purity--and on legal examples as diverse as the trials of Oscar Wilde
and the Martha Stewart insider trading case, this is a major work of legal and moral philosophy.
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From reader reviews:

Karla Walker:

Reading can called brain hangout, why? Because while you are reading a book particularly book entitled
Hiding from Humanity: Disgust, Shame, and the Law your thoughts will drift away trough every dimension,
wandering in each aspect that maybe unfamiliar for but surely will end up your mind friends. Imaging just
about every word written in a publication then become one web form conclusion and explanation that will
maybe you never get previous to. The Hiding from Humanity: Disgust, Shame, and the Law giving you yet
another experience more than blown away your brain but also giving you useful information for your better
life within this era. So now let us teach you the relaxing pattern here is your body and mind are going to be
pleased when you are finished examining it, like winning a. Do you want to try this extraordinary shelling
out spare time activity?

Billy Taylor:

The book untitled Hiding from Humanity: Disgust, Shame, and the Law contain a lot of information on the
item. The writer explains her idea with easy approach. The language is very easy to understand all the
people, so do not necessarily worry, you can easy to read the item. The book was compiled by famous
author. The author provides you in the new period of time of literary works. It is easy to read this book
because you can read more your smart phone, or program, so you can read the book throughout anywhere
and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can open their official web-site in addition
to order it. Have a nice read.

Matthew Simons:

That book can make you to feel relax. This kind of book Hiding from Humanity: Disgust, Shame, and the
Law was vibrant and of course has pictures on there. As we know that book Hiding from Humanity: Disgust,
Shame, and the Law has many kinds or category. Start from kids until teens. For example Naruto or
Detective Conan you can read and believe you are the character on there. Therefore , not at all of book
usually are make you bored, any it makes you feel happy, fun and rest. Try to choose the best book to suit
your needs and try to like reading in which.

Larry Tatro:

As a scholar exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the library in order
to make summary for some guide, they are complained. Just very little students that has reading's internal or
real their hobby. They just do what the professor want, like asked to the library. They go to presently there
but nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring and can't see
colorful photographs on there. Yeah, it is to be complicated. Book is very important for yourself. As we
know that on this era, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word says, ways to reach
Chinese's country. Therefore this Hiding from Humanity: Disgust, Shame, and the Law can make you feel



more interested to read.
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