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In Imagining a Nation, Ruramisai Charumbira analyzes competing narratives of the founding of
Rhodesia/Zimbabwe constructed by political and cultural nationalists both black and white since occupation
in 1890. The book uses a wide array of sources—including archives, oral histories, and a national
monument—to explore the birth of the racialized national memories and parallel identities that were in
vigorous contention as memory sought to present itself as history. In contrast with current global politics
plagued by divisions of outsider and insider, patriot and traitor, Charumbira invites the reader into the liminal
spaces of the region’s history and questions the centrality of the nation-state in understanding African or
postcolonial history today.

Using an interdisciplinary methodology, Charumbira offers a series of case studies, bringing in characters
from far-flung places to show that history and memory in and of one small place can have a far-reaching
impact in the wider world. The questions raised by these stories go beyond the history of colonized or
colonizer in one former colony to illuminate contemporary vexations about what it means to be a citizen,
patriot, or member of a nation in an ever-globalizing world. Rather than a history of how the rulers of
Rhodesia or Zimbabwe marshaled state power to force citizens to accept a single definition of national
memory and identity, Imagining a Nation shows how ordinary people invested in the soft power of
individual, social, and collective memories to create and perpetuate exclusionary national myths.
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From reader reviews:

Gregory Howard:

Book is actually written, printed, or outlined for everything. You can recognize everything you want by a e-
book. Book has a different type. As it is known to us that book is important factor to bring us around the
world. Alongside that you can your reading proficiency was fluently. A reserve Imagining a Nation: History
and Memory in Making Zimbabwe (Reconsiderations in Southern African History) will make you to be
smarter. You can feel far more confidence if you can know about almost everything. But some of you think
in which open or reading a new book make you bored. It is not necessarily make you fun. Why they might be
thought like that? Have you in search of best book or ideal book with you?

James Robbins:

Are you kind of stressful person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your mind
expertise or thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book in
comparison with can satisfy your small amount of time to read it because pretty much everything time you
only find publication that need more time to be read. Imagining a Nation: History and Memory in Making
Zimbabwe (Reconsiderations in Southern African History) can be your answer since it can be read by you
who have those short spare time problems.

Sharon Doyle:

Many people spending their time by playing outside with friends, fun activity along with family or just
watching TV all day every day. You can have new activity to shell out your whole day by studying a book.
Ugh, do you consider reading a book really can hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It
alright you can have the e-book, having everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like Imagining a Nation:
History and Memory in Making Zimbabwe (Reconsiderations in Southern African History) which is
obtaining the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's see.

William Kirby:

You can get this Imagining a Nation: History and Memory in Making Zimbabwe (Reconsiderations in
Southern African History) by go to the bookstore or Mall. Only viewing or reviewing it could to be your
solve trouble if you get difficulties to your knowledge. Kinds of this publication are various. Not only by
means of written or printed but additionally can you enjoy this book by means of e-book. In the modern era
similar to now, you just looking by your local mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right now,
choose your current ways to get more information about your book. It is most important to arrange you to
ultimately make your knowledge are still revise. Let's try to choose proper ways for you.
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