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A number of architectural works recently completed internationally exhibit a particular sensibility best
described by the term "monolithic". Some of these works have already acquired a certain notoriety, primarily
as a result of their strong physical presence in important urban settings. Others are still under construction or
have yet to be realized. This book presents this controversial contemporary phenomenon to the general
public. Looking closely at several buildings in Europe, Japan and America, the essayists set out to define
monolithic architecture in its larger context, searching for its physical and conceptual roots in earlier times
and proposing reasons why such structures both answer certain contemporary questions and provoke
emphatic public response. The works include projects by such established figures as Peter Eisenman (Max
Reinhardt Haus, Berlin) and Rem Koolhaas (Sea Trade Centre, Zeebrugge, Belgium), as well as by up-and-
coming architects, such as Herzog and de Meuron (Signal Box, Basel, Switzerland) and Phillipe Samyn
(Belgian Forestry Department Shell, Marche-en-Famenne, Belgium). The projects range from grand public
showcases (Jean Nouvel's Tokyo Opera House) to private homes (Ungers and Kinslow's T-House, Wilton,
New York), thus demonstrating that monoliths are not simply monumental but, rather, resonant of certain
other traits. These buildings primarily share an extreme economy and simplicity of overall form; most
characteristic is their capacity to deliver tremendous eloquence with very few formal means. Some adopt
straightforward, elementary configurations, others limit more gestural impulses to a clear and single
utterance. Most contain considerable planimetric and sectional complexities within strict volumetric restraint.
All have a monolithic character that ostensibly defies current preoccupation with fragmentation and
heterogeneity. This presentation of provocative but lesser-known projects by notable figures on the
contemporary architectural scene is a contribution to the ongoing debate regarding form - and formalism - in
architecture and a useful addition to every architecture library. This book documents an exhibition organized
by The Heinz Architectural Centre, The Carnegie Museum of Art, Pittsburgh with Rodolfo Machado and
Rodolphe el-Khoury serving as guest-curators.
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From reader reviews:

Melanie Tuck:

Book will be written, printed, or created for everything. You can learn everything you want by a book. Book
has a different type. To be sure that book is important issue to bring us around the world. Adjacent to that
you can your reading expertise was fluently. A guide Monolithic Architecture (Architecture & Design) will
make you to be smarter. You can feel more confidence if you can know about every thing. But some of you
think in which open or reading a book make you bored. It is far from make you fun. Why they could be
thought like that? Have you seeking best book or suited book with you?

Jack Harbin:

The book Monolithic Architecture (Architecture & Design) can give more knowledge and also the precise
product information about everything you want. Exactly why must we leave the great thing like a book
Monolithic Architecture (Architecture & Design)? A few of you have a different opinion about book. But
one aim that book can give many details for us. It is absolutely right. Right now, try to closer using your
book. Knowledge or information that you take for that, you may give for each other; you can share all of
these. Book Monolithic Architecture (Architecture & Design) has simple shape however, you know: it has
great and large function for you. You can appear the enormous world by open and read a guide. So it is very
wonderful.

Juan Farley:

This Monolithic Architecture (Architecture & Design) is great reserve for you because the content that is
certainly full of information for you who all always deal with world and get to make decision every minute.
This kind of book reveal it data accurately using great manage word or we can say no rambling sentences
included. So if you are read the idea hurriedly you can have whole information in it. Doesn't mean it only
gives you straight forward sentences but tough core information with attractive delivering sentences. Having
Monolithic Architecture (Architecture & Design) in your hand like keeping the world in your arm, details in
it is not ridiculous one particular. We can say that no book that offer you world with ten or fifteen minute
right but this guide already do that. So , this is certainly good reading book. Hey Mr. and Mrs. occupied do
you still doubt in which?

Jack Morgan:

This Monolithic Architecture (Architecture & Design) is brand-new way for you who has fascination to look
for some information given it relief your hunger associated with. Getting deeper you onto it getting
knowledge more you know or perhaps you who still having tiny amount of digest in reading this Monolithic
Architecture (Architecture & Design) can be the light food in your case because the information inside this
specific book is easy to get by anyone. These books produce itself in the form that is certainly reachable by
anyone, that's why I mean in the e-book form. People who think that in reserve form make them feel sleepy
even dizzy this reserve is the answer. So there isn't any in reading a publication especially this one. You can



find what you are looking for. It should be here for you actually. So , don't miss that! Just read this e-book
type for your better life along with knowledge.
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