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In a new book The Irresponsible Pursuit of Paradise, author Jim Bowyer delves into the ethically bankrupt
position that underlies much of environmental policy of the U.S. and other wealthy countries. He notes that
aggressive resistance to local extraction of raw materials in the face of high per capita consumption, and
heavy reliance on imported raw materials adds up to what has been aptly described as environmental
imperialism. Bowyer observes that ''... contrary to common practice today, high consuming nations need to
be asking, 'Why not in my back yard?'''

The book begins with a quest to discover the secrets of Paraíso, an imaginary kingdom that is a paradise in
both name and appearance. However, this book mostly dwells in the land of pure non-fiction, being an
investigation of the actions of the residents of a present-day, real-life paradise as they strive to keep what
they have. It is a story of unawareness, denial, hypocrisy, and a great deal of wishful thinking. And, finally, it
is a story of needs for change.

In one part of the book, Bowyer assesses actions of a number of U.S. Presidents often considered the best
environmentalists. He observes that they often mandated actions to protect the domestic environment with
little or no consideration of high levels of domestic consumption, or the massive importation of raw materials
that support that consumption. There is similarly seldom evidence of thinking about how domestic materials
demand might be reduced, or how environments of other nations might be impacted as a result of increasing
raw material importation. Bowyer notes that this kind of provincial positioning is not limited to the U.S., but
characterizes pervasive thinking and actions that take place at all levels of government in economically
developed countries all over the world.

The volume delves into such controversial matters as population dynamics and what that might mean for
consumption-oriented economic systems, environmental impacts of consumption and of outsourcing of raw
materials procurement, shortcomings of environmental education, considerations of global equity, and
strategies for addressing consumption. Several chapters are dedicated to what might be done to change
course.

Though not written specifically for use as a textbook, the volume delves into current critical issues related to
environment and environmental policy, and includes for each chapter questions for further thought and
discussion.
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From reader reviews:

Amy Cason:

Information is provisions for people to get better life, information nowadays can get by anyone from
everywhere. The information can be a expertise or any news even a problem. What people must be consider
when those information which is within the former life are challenging be find than now could be taking
seriously which one is appropriate to believe or which one the particular resource are convinced. If you
receive the unstable resource then you obtain it as your main information you will have huge disadvantage
for you. All of those possibilities will not happen in you if you take The Irresponsible Pursuit of Paradise as
your daily resource information.

Salina Juarez:

The book untitled The Irresponsible Pursuit of Paradise contain a lot of information on the idea. The writer
explains the woman idea with easy approach. The language is very straightforward all the people, so do
definitely not worry, you can easy to read it. The book was written by famous author. The author brings you
in the new age of literary works. You can read this book because you can keep reading your smart phone, or
gadget, so you can read the book with anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book,
you can open up their official web-site and order it. Have a nice read.

Randall Barbee:

Is it you actually who having spare time then spend it whole day simply by watching television programs or
just laying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This The Irresponsible Pursuit of Paradise can
be the solution, oh how comes? It's a book you know. You are therefore out of date, spending your free time
by reading in this brand-new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these books have than the others?

Jose Crawford:

That guide can make you to feel relax. This particular book The Irresponsible Pursuit of Paradise was
colorful and of course has pictures on there. As we know that book The Irresponsible Pursuit of Paradise has
many kinds or category. Start from kids until teens. For example Naruto or Private investigator Conan you
can read and think that you are the character on there. So , not at all of book are usually make you bored, any
it can make you feel happy, fun and loosen up. Try to choose the best book in your case and try to like
reading that.
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