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Anyone who has strolled through the halls of a museum knows that portraits occupy a central place in the
history of art. But did portraits, as such, exist in the medieval era? Stephen Perkinson’s The Likeness of the
King challenges the canonical account of the invention of modern portrait practices, offering a case against
the tendency of recent scholarship to identify likenesses of historical personages as “the first modern
portraits.”

Unwilling to accept the anachronistic nature of these claims, Perkinson both resists and complicates grand
narratives of portraiture art that ignore historical context. Focusing on the Valois court of France, he argues
that local practice prompted shifts in the late medieval understanding of how images could represent
individuals and prompted artists and patrons to deploy likeness in a variety of ways. Through an examination
of well-known images of the fourteenth- and early fifteenth-century kings of France, as well as largely
overlooked objects such as wax votive figures and royal seals, Perkinson demonstrates that the changes
evident in these images do not constitute a revolutionary break with the past, but instead were continuous
with late medieval representational traditions.

“A lively, well-researched, and insightful work of scholarship on late-medieval portraiture and its cultural
and intellectual context. The Likeness of the King provides a strong account of late-medieval aesthetics and
specific, concrete examples of image-making and the often political needs it served. It offers smart handling
of literary, philosophical, and archival sources; close and insightful reading of images; and a willingness to
counter received ideas.”—Rebecca Zorach, University of Chicago 
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From reader reviews:

Shanika Jeans:

The book The Likeness of the King: A Prehistory of Portraiture in Late Medieval France give you a sense of
feeling enjoy for your spare time. You need to use to make your capable considerably more increase. Book
can to get your best friend when you getting tension or having big problem with the subject. If you can make
looking at a book The Likeness of the King: A Prehistory of Portraiture in Late Medieval France for being
your habit, you can get a lot more advantages, like add your personal capable, increase your knowledge
about a few or all subjects. You are able to know everything if you like available and read a publication The
Likeness of the King: A Prehistory of Portraiture in Late Medieval France. Kinds of book are a lot of. It
means that, science reserve or encyclopedia or other folks. So , how do you think about this book?

Curtis Dugan:

Typically the book The Likeness of the King: A Prehistory of Portraiture in Late Medieval France has a lot
info on it. So when you check out this book you can get a lot of help. The book was written by the very
famous author. Mcdougal makes some research before write this book. This kind of book very easy to read
you may get the point easily after looking over this book.

Sharyl Nettles:

People live in this new time of lifestyle always make an effort to and must have the extra time or they will
get great deal of stress from both way of life and work. So , whenever we ask do people have time, we will
say absolutely yes. People is human not really a huge robot. Then we request again, what kind of activity do
you have when the spare time coming to you of course your answer can unlimited right. Then do you try this
one, reading publications. It can be your alternative throughout spending your spare time, the book you have
read will be The Likeness of the King: A Prehistory of Portraiture in Late Medieval France.

Jose Banks:

In this era which is the greater man or who has ability in doing something more are more special than other.
Do you want to become considered one of it? It is just simple way to have that. What you have to do is just
spending your time very little but quite enough to experience a look at some books. One of many books in
the top checklist in your reading list is usually The Likeness of the King: A Prehistory of Portraiture in Late
Medieval France. This book which can be qualified as The Hungry Hillsides can get you closer in getting
precious person. By looking upwards and review this e-book you can get many advantages.
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