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In her new collection, Fiona Sze-Lorrain offers a nuanced yet dynamic vision of humanity marked by perils,
surprises, and the transcendence of a "ruined elegance." Through an intercultural journey that traces lives,
encounters, exiles, and memories from France, America, and Asia, the poet explores a rich array of historical
and literary allusions to European masters, Asian sources, and American influences. With candor and humor,
each lyrical foray is sensitive to silence and experience: "I want to honor / the invisible. I'll use the fog to see
white peaches." There are haunting narratives from a World War II concentration camp, the Stalinist Terror,
and a persecuted Tibet during the Cultural Revolution. There are also poems that take as their point of
departure writings, paintings, sketches, photographs, and music by Gu Cheng, Giorgio Caproni, Bonnard,
Hiroshige, Gao Xingjian, Kertész, and Debussy, among others. Grounded in the sensual, these poems probe
existential questionings through inspirations from nature and the impermanent earth. Described by the Los
Angeles Review of Books as "a high lyricist who refuses to resort to mere lyricism in order to articulate her
experience," Sze-Lorrain renews her faith in music and poetic language by addressing the opposing
aesthetics of "ruins" and "elegance," and how the experience of both defies judgment.
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From reader reviews:

Terrance Oneal:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? Yep, you
can choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent their very own spare time
to take a move, shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open as well as read a book entitled The Ruined
Elegance: Poems (Princeton Series of Contemporary Poets)? Maybe it is being best activity for you. You
realize beside you can spend your time along with your favorite's book, you can better than before. Do you
agree with their opinion or you have different opinion?

Peggy Gillman:

Book is definitely written, printed, or descriptive for everything. You can learn everything you want by a
guide. Book has a different type. To be sure that book is important matter to bring us around the world. Next
to that you can your reading ability was fluently. A publication The Ruined Elegance: Poems (Princeton
Series of Contemporary Poets) will make you to possibly be smarter. You can feel more confidence if you
can know about every thing. But some of you think in which open or reading a book make you bored. It's not
make you fun. Why they could be thought like that? Have you looking for best book or suitable book with
you?

Jason Caldwell:

You can spend your free time to read this book this guide. This The Ruined Elegance: Poems (Princeton
Series of Contemporary Poets) is simple to create you can read it in the recreation area, in the beach, train
along with soon. If you did not have much space to bring the printed book, you can buy the e-book. It is
make you much easier to read it. You can save typically the book in your smart phone. And so there are a lot
of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.

Aurora Ammon:

As we know that book is important thing to add our knowledge for everything. By a guide we can know
everything we really wish for. A book is a range of written, printed, illustrated or maybe blank sheet. Every
year has been exactly added. This e-book The Ruined Elegance: Poems (Princeton Series of Contemporary
Poets) was filled with regards to science. Spend your spare time to add your knowledge about your scientific
research competence. Some people has several feel when they reading any book. If you know how big good
thing about a book, you can sense enjoy to read a guide. In the modern era like right now, many ways to get
book you wanted.
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