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Beginning with a startling endorsement of the patristic view of Judaism—that it was a "carnal" religion, in
contrast to the spiritual vision of the Church—Daniel Boyarin argues that rabbinic Judaism was based on a
set of assumptions about the human body that were profoundly different from those of Christianity. The
body—specifically, the sexualized body—could not be renounced, for the Rabbis believed as a religious
principle in the generation of offspring and hence in intercourse sanctioned by marriage.

This belief bound men and women together and made impossible the various modes of gender separation
practiced by early Christians. The commitment to coupling did not imply a resolution of the unequal
distribution of power that characterized relations between the sexes in all late-antique societies. But Boyarin
argues strenuously that the male construction and treatment of women in rabbinic Judaism did not rest on a
loathing of the female body. Thus, without ignoring the currents of sexual domination that course through
the Talmudic texts, Boyarin insists that the rabbinic account of human sexuality, different from that of the
Hellenistic Judaisms and Pauline Christianity, has something important and empowering to teach us today.
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From reader reviews:

Phyllis Belser:

Information is provisions for people to get better life, information nowadays can get by anyone on
everywhere. The information can be a know-how or any news even a problem. What people must be
consider whenever those information which is in the former life are challenging to be find than now's taking
seriously which one is appropriate to believe or which one the particular resource are convinced. If you find
the unstable resource then you buy it as your main information we will see huge disadvantage for you. All of
those possibilities will not happen in you if you take Carnal Israel: Reading Sex in Talmudic Culture (The
New Historicism) as the daily resource information.

William Copeland:

Carnal Israel: Reading Sex in Talmudic Culture (The New Historicism) can be one of your beginning books
that are good idea. We all recommend that straight away because this guide has good vocabulary that will
increase your knowledge in terminology, easy to understand, bit entertaining but delivering the information.
The article author giving his/her effort to put every word into joy arrangement in writing Carnal Israel:
Reading Sex in Talmudic Culture (The New Historicism) nevertheless doesn't forget the main place, giving
the reader the hottest in addition to based confirm resource details that maybe you can be among it. This
great information could drawn you into completely new stage of crucial pondering.

Verna Tubbs:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind
talent or thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book in comparison with
can satisfy your short time to read it because all of this time you only find guide that need more time to be
study. Carnal Israel: Reading Sex in Talmudic Culture (The New Historicism) can be your answer mainly
because it can be read by you who have those short free time problems.

Lillie Stein:

Reading a reserve make you to get more knowledge from it. You can take knowledge and information
coming from a book. Book is composed or printed or descriptive from each source that filled update of news.
In this modern era like now, many ways to get information are available for anyone. From media social
similar to newspaper, magazines, science e-book, encyclopedia, reference book, novel and comic. You can
add your knowledge by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just
trying to find the Carnal Israel: Reading Sex in Talmudic Culture (The New Historicism) when you essential
it?
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