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In 431 BC, the long simmering rivalry between the city-states of Athens and Sparta erupted into open
warfare, and for more than a generation the two were locked in a life-and-death struggle. The war embroiled
the entire Greek world, provoking years of butchery previously unparalleled in ancient Greece. Whole cities
were exterminated, their men killed, their women and children enslaved. While the war is commonly
believed to have ended with the capture of the Athenian navy in 405 and the subsequent starvation of Athens,
fighting in Greece would continue for several decades. Sparta's authority was challenged in the so-called
Corinthian War (395-387) when Persian gold helped unite Athens with Sparta's former allies. The war did
not truly end until, in 371, Thebes' crack infantry resoundingly defeated Sparta at Leuctra, forever shattering
the myth of Spartan military supremacy.

Jennifer Roberts' rich narrative of this famous conflict is the first general history to tell the whole story, from
the war's origins down to Sparta's defeat at Leuctra. In her masterful account, this long and bloody war
affected every area of life in Athens, exacerbated divisions between rich and poor in Sparta, and sparked
civil strife throughout the Greek world. Yet despite the biting sorrows the fighting occasioned, it remains a
gripping saga of plots and counter-plots, murders and lies, thrilling sea chases and desperate overland
marches, missed opportunities and last-minute reprieves, and, as the war's first historian Thucydides had
hoped, lessons for a less bellicose future. In addition, Roberts considers the impact of the war on Greece's
cultural life, including the great masterworks of tragedy and comedy performed at this time and, most
infamously, the trial and execution of Socrates. A fast-paced narrative of one of antiquity's most famous
clashes, The Plague of War is a must-read for history enthusiasts of all ages.
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From reader reviews:

Helen McCormick:

Hey guys, do you wants to finds a new book to study? May be the book with the subject The Plague of War:
Athens, Sparta, and the Struggle for Ancient Greece (Ancient Warfare and Civilization) suitable to you? The
particular book was written by renowned writer in this era. Typically the book untitled The Plague of War:
Athens, Sparta, and the Struggle for Ancient Greece (Ancient Warfare and Civilization)is the main of several
books in which everyone read now. This particular book was inspired many people in the world. When you
read this e-book you will enter the new way of measuring that you ever know previous to. The author
explained their idea in the simple way, thus all of people can easily to know the core of this book. This book
will give you a great deal of information about this world now. So that you can see the represented of the
world in this book.

Maurice Miller:

Reading a publication tends to be new life style on this era globalization. With looking at you can get a lot of
information that may give you benefit in your life. Using book everyone in this world can certainly share
their idea. Ebooks can also inspire a lot of people. Many author can inspire their own reader with their story
or perhaps their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the publications. But also they write about
the ability about something that you need case in point. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
young ones, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors in this world always try to
improve their talent in writing, they also doing some analysis before they write on their book. One of them is
this The Plague of War: Athens, Sparta, and the Struggle for Ancient Greece (Ancient Warfare and
Civilization).

Sandra Conaway:

Do you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book store?
Attempt to pick one book that you never know the inside because don't judge book by its protect may doesn't
work here is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not while fantastic as in the outside
seem likes. Maybe you answer is usually The Plague of War: Athens, Sparta, and the Struggle for Ancient
Greece (Ancient Warfare and Civilization) why because the great cover that make you consider about the
content will not disappoint a person. The inside or content will be fantastic as the outside or perhaps cover.
Your reading 6th sense will directly direct you to pick up this book.

Deborah Walker:

That publication can make you to feel relax. This book The Plague of War: Athens, Sparta, and the Struggle
for Ancient Greece (Ancient Warfare and Civilization) was multi-colored and of course has pictures on the
website. As we know that book The Plague of War: Athens, Sparta, and the Struggle for Ancient Greece
(Ancient Warfare and Civilization) has many kinds or category. Start from kids until teens. For example



Naruto or Detective Conan you can read and think you are the character on there. Therefore , not at all of
book are make you bored, any it offers you feel happy, fun and unwind. Try to choose the best book to suit
your needs and try to like reading that.
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