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Robert Bellarmine was one of the pillars of post-Reformation Catholicism: he was a celebrated theologian
and a highly ranked member of the Congregations of the Inquisition and of the Index, the censor in charge of
the Galileo affair. Bellarmine was also one of the most original political theorists of his time, and he
participated directly in many of the political conflicts that agitated Europe between the end of the sixteenth
and the beginning of the seventeenth century.

Stefania Tutino offers the first full-length study of the impact of Bellarmine's theory of the potestas indirecta
in early modern Europe. Following the reactions to Bellarmine's theory across national and confessional
boundaries, this book explores some of the most crucial political and theological knots in the history of post-
Reformation Europe, from the controversy over the Oath of Allegiance to the battle over the Interdetto in
Venice. The book sets those political and religious controversies against the background of the theological
and institutional developments of the post-Tridentine Catholic Church. By examining the violent and at times
surprising controversies originated by Bellarmine's theory, this book challenges some of the traditional
assumptions regarding the theological shape of post-Tridentine Catholicism; it offers a fresh perspective on
the centrality of the links between confessional affiliation and political allegiance in the development of the
modern nation-states; and it contributes to our understanding of the development of 'modern' notions of
power and authority.
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From reader reviews:

Nancy Tandy:

This Empire of Souls: Robert Bellarmine and the Christian Commonwealth (Oxford Studies in Historical
Theology) are reliable for you who want to be considered a successful person, why. The explanation of this
Empire of Souls: Robert Bellarmine and the Christian Commonwealth (Oxford Studies in Historical
Theology) can be on the list of great books you must have is actually giving you more than just simple
looking at food but feed anyone with information that might be will shock your earlier knowledge. This book
is handy, you can bring it everywhere and whenever your conditions throughout the e-book and printed
versions. Beside that this Empire of Souls: Robert Bellarmine and the Christian Commonwealth (Oxford
Studies in Historical Theology) forcing you to have an enormous of experience like rich vocabulary, giving
you test of critical thinking that we understand it useful in your day pastime. So , let's have it and luxuriate in
reading.

Gregory McCormick:

Do you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Try to pick
one book that you never know the inside because don't determine book by its handle may doesn't work this is
difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not seeing that fantastic as in the outside look
likes. Maybe you answer may be Empire of Souls: Robert Bellarmine and the Christian Commonwealth
(Oxford Studies in Historical Theology) why because the fantastic cover that make you consider concerning
the content will not disappoint a person. The inside or content is fantastic as the outside or even cover. Your
reading sixth sense will directly show you to pick up this book.

David Black:

This Empire of Souls: Robert Bellarmine and the Christian Commonwealth (Oxford Studies in Historical
Theology) is great e-book for you because the content that is full of information for you who always deal
with world and have to make decision every minute. This specific book reveal it data accurately using great
coordinate word or we can declare no rambling sentences inside. So if you are read it hurriedly you can have
whole details in it. Doesn't mean it only provides straight forward sentences but hard core information with
lovely delivering sentences. Having Empire of Souls: Robert Bellarmine and the Christian Commonwealth
(Oxford Studies in Historical Theology) in your hand like having the world in your arm, facts in it is not
ridiculous one. We can say that no e-book that offer you world within ten or fifteen second right but this
guide already do that. So , this can be good reading book. Hey Mr. and Mrs. active do you still doubt that
will?

Christina Pena:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your selected book? Or your book had been rare?
Why so many issue for the book? But any kind of people feel that they enjoy to get reading. Some people



likes studying, not only science book but novel and Empire of Souls: Robert Bellarmine and the Christian
Commonwealth (Oxford Studies in Historical Theology) or even others sources were given information for
you. After you know how the truly amazing a book, you feel want to read more and more. Science
publication was created for teacher or students especially. Those books are helping them to add their
knowledge. In additional case, beside science e-book, any other book likes Empire of Souls: Robert
Bellarmine and the Christian Commonwealth (Oxford Studies in Historical Theology) to make your spare
time more colorful. Many types of book like this.
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