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Leland Kinsey ? long deemed the “unofficial poet laureate of the Northeast Kingdom” ?  Kinsey was “a
private person,” neighbors say, who grew up on the southern Orleans County farmland his Scottish ancestors
helped settle in the early 1800s. By age 10, he was running a chain saw, tractor and truck when not reading
library books he carted home in a cardboard box. Writing came with the help of Mosher, who was Kinsey’s
teacher at both Lake Region Union High School in Barton and the University of Vermont. After earning a
master’s degree at New York’s Syracuse University, Kinsey returned home in 1976 to work as a farmer,
carpenter, logger, sugarmaker, Morgan horse trainer, printer, and teacher of birding, canoeing and
astronomy, all while producing eight collections of poetry.

As a poet, Kinsey worked and played with time. Take the title poem of “Winter Ready,” which he released
two years ago on the first day of spring. It begins in a peat bog in fall, then rewinds to the song of wood frogs
and sight of tree sparrows in April, then back to “the glacial plowing of this whole part of the world,” then
ahead to a less-distant past of loggers funneling wood downstream and, finally, a present of a lone bull
moose feeding, its rack strung with water lily and spatterdock stems.

“I noted the occasional leatherwood/shrub in case I need to peel one/in my winter treks, to use the
impossibly/resilient bark as repairing thong/for snowshoe or toboggan lash./I’ve had to work my way alone
before/and still decline to be at the end/of any electronic leash, though/signals here would be distant and
poor.”

Diagnosed with lymphoma last year, Kinsey kept writing even when a stem cell transplant confined him to a
hospital bed. By spring, he was touring the state with his latest collection, the 2016 Green Writers Press title
“Galvanized,” when not fishing with Mosher. But after traveling abroad this summer to visit his daughter in
the Peace Corps, Kinsey returned home and experienced a relapse. He is survived by the wife he knew for a
half-century, Lesley, their four children and three grandchildren, and his mother, sister and two brothers.
Among the colleagues he leaves behind is fellow scribe and sugarmaker Brett Ann Stanciu, who called him
“premier among Vermont writers, exquisitely gifted, a man who wrote of the myriad ways the earth giveth ?
and the earth taketh.”  Kinsey noted such transitions at the end of “Winter Ready,” which concludes with the
poet looking and listening for night owls: “Everything that does not migrate/has fattened up, bedded
down,/cocooned up, seeded itself./Life’s two principles–/reproduce; survive to reproduce again./By this
process the world is brought/back to us as we know at winter’s end./And by this process, even beyond/the
evident hand of man, the world/slowly changes utterly.” In The Long Correspondence, due out in time for
the Vernal Equinox, Kinsey told his publisher it was his "best work to date."
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From reader reviews:

Christopher Kennedy:

What do you about book? It is not important together with you? Or just adding material when you really
need something to explain what yours problem? How about your time? Or are you busy man or woman? If
you don't have spare time to try and do others business, it is give you a sense of feeling bored faster. And you
have spare time? What did you do? Everyone has many questions above. They need to answer that question
because just their can do in which. It said that about e-book. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is right.
Because start from on kindergarten until university need this specific Last Correspondence: poems to read.

David Bolds:

Are you kind of stressful person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind
talent or thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book when
compared with can satisfy your short period of time to read it because pretty much everything time you only
find reserve that need more time to be go through. Last Correspondence: poems can be your answer since it
can be read by anyone who have those short spare time problems.

Carlos McNerney:

In this era globalization it is important to someone to receive information. The information will make you to
definitely understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information simpler to
share. You can find a lot of referrals to get information example: internet, magazine, book, and soon. You
will see that now, a lot of publisher this print many kinds of book. The book that recommended to your
account is Last Correspondence: poems this publication consist a lot of the information with the condition of
this world now. This specific book was represented how can the world has grown up. The terminology styles
that writer make usage of to explain it is easy to understand. The particular writer made some analysis when
he makes this book. This is why this book acceptable all of you.

Michael Earl:

Don't be worry in case you are afraid that this book can filled the space in your house, you may have it in e-
book way, more simple and reachable. That Last Correspondence: poems can give you a lot of pals because
by you considering this one book you have matter that they don't and make you actually more like an
interesting person. That book can be one of a step for you to get success. This publication offer you
information that might be your friend doesn't recognize, by knowing more than some other make you to be
great men and women. So , why hesitate? We should have Last Correspondence: poems.
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