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Which branch of government should be entrusted with safeguarding individual rights? Conventional wisdom
assigns this responsibility to the courts, on the grounds that liberty can only be protected through judicial
interpretation of bills of rights. In fact it is difficult for many people even to conceive of any other way that
rights might be protected. John Dinan challenges this understanding by tracing and evaluating the different
methods that have been used to protect rights in the United States from the founding until the present era.

By examining legidative statutes, judicial decisions, convention proceedings, and popular initiativesin four
representative states Massachusetts, Virginia, Michigan, and Oregon Dinan shows that rights have been
secured in the American polity in three principal ways. Throughout the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries,
rights were protected primarily through representative institutions. Then in the early twentieth century,
citizens began to turn to direct democratic institutions to secure their rights. It was not until the mid-
twentieth century that judges came to be seen as the chief protectors of liberties.

By analyzing the relative ability of legidators, citizens, and judges to serve as guardians of rights, Dinan's
study demonstrates that each is capable of securing certain rightsin certain situations. Elected representatives
are generally capable of protecting most rights, but popular initiatives provide an effective mechanism for
securing rights in the face of legislative intransigence, and judicial decisions offer a superior means of
protecting libertiesin crisis times. Accordingly, rather than viewing rights protection as the peculiar province
of any singleinstitution, this task ought to be considered the proper responsibility of all these institutions.

By undertaking a comparison of these institutional methods across such a wide expanse of time, Keeping the

People's Liberties makes a highly original contribution to the literature on rights protection and provides a
new perspective on debates about the contemporary role of representative, populist, and judicial institutions.
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From reader reviews:
Anderson Austin:

This book untitled Keeping the People's Liberties: Legidators, Citizens, and Judges as Guardians of Rights
to be one of several books that best seller in this year, that is because when you read this e-book you can get
alot of benefit onto it. Y ou will easily to buy this book in the book retailer or you can order it by using
online. The publisher in this book sells the e-book too. It makes you easier to read this book, as you can read
this book in your Mobile phone. So there is no reason for you to past this guide from your list.

K ate Sutton:

A lot of people aways spent their particular free time to vacation as well as go to the outside with them
household or their friend. Are you aware? Many alot of people spent they will free time just watching TV,
or playing video games all day long. If you wish to try to find a new activity here islook different you can
read abook. It isreally fun to suit your needs. If you enjoy the book you read you can spent the whole day to
reading a e-book. The book Keeping the People's Liberties: Legidators, Citizens, and Judges as Guardians of
Rights it doesn't matter what good to read. There are alot of those who recommended this book. We were
holding enjoying reading this book. Should you did not have enough space to deliver this book you can buy
the e-book. Y ou can mQore quickly to read this book through your smart phone. The priceis not too costly
but this book offers high quality.

Anita Cannon:

Y ou may spend your free time to see this book this book. This Keeping the Peopl€e's Liberties: Legidators,
Citizens, and Judges as Guardians of Rightsis simple bringing you can read it in the playground, in the
beach, train aswell as soon. If you did not possess much space to bring the particular printed book, you can
buy the particular e-book. It is make you easier to read it. Y ou can save the book in your smart phone. Thus
there are alot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.

EricalLewis:

Y ou may get this Keeping the People's Liberties: Legislators, Citizens, and Judges as Guardians of Rights by
check out the bookstore or Mall. Only viewing or reviewing it might to be your solve challenge if you get
difficulties for the knowledge. Kinds of this reserve are various. Not only by simply written or printed but
additionally can you enjoy this book by simply e-book. In the modern era just like now, you just looking by
your mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right now, choose your ways to get more information
about your book. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still up-date. Let's try
to choose appropriate ways for you.
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