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For two centuries, travellers were amazed at the massive buildings found along the rivers that flow from the
mountainous interior of Borneo. They concentrated hundreds of people under one roof, in the middle of
empty rainforests. There was no practical necessity for this arrangement, and it remains a mystery. In this
book Peter Metcalf provides an answer by showing the historical context, using both oral histories and
colonial records. The key factor was a pre-modern trading system that funneled rare and exotic jungle
products to China via the ancient coastal city of Brunei. Meanwhile the elite manufactured goods traded
upriver shaped the political and religious institutions of longhouse society. However, the apparent
permanence of longhouses was an illusion. In historical terms, longhouse communities were both mobile and
labile, and the patterns of ethnicity they created more closely resemble the contemporary world than any
stereotype of 'tribal' societies.
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From reader reviews:

Bertie Lewis:

This The Life of the Longhouse: An Archaeology of Ethnicity book is just not ordinary book, you have it
then the world is in your hands. The benefit you receive by reading this book will be information inside this
publication incredible fresh, you will get info which is getting deeper a person read a lot of information you
will get. This particular The Life of the Longhouse: An Archaeology of Ethnicity without we understand
teach the one who studying it become critical in considering and analyzing. Don't become worry The Life of
the Longhouse: An Archaeology of Ethnicity can bring when you are and not make your case space or
bookshelves' become full because you can have it in your lovely laptop even cellphone. This The Life of the
Longhouse: An Archaeology of Ethnicity having excellent arrangement in word as well as layout, so you
will not sense uninterested in reading.

Dora Gourley:

Do you among people who can't read pleasant if the sentence chained in the straightway, hold on guys this
aren't like that. This The Life of the Longhouse: An Archaeology of Ethnicity book is readable by simply
you who hate those perfect word style. You will find the details here are arrange for enjoyable examining
experience without leaving also decrease the knowledge that want to deliver to you. The writer connected
with The Life of the Longhouse: An Archaeology of Ethnicity content conveys thinking easily to understand
by many individuals. The printed and e-book are not different in the information but it just different such as
it. So , do you nonetheless thinking The Life of the Longhouse: An Archaeology of Ethnicity is not loveable
to be your top checklist reading book?

Kristi Duncan:

The book untitled The Life of the Longhouse: An Archaeology of Ethnicity is the publication that
recommended to you you just read. You can see the quality of the book content that will be shown to an
individual. The language that publisher use to explained their way of doing something is easily to
understand. The copy writer was did a lot of research when write the book, to ensure the information that
they share to you personally is absolutely accurate. You also could possibly get the e-book of The Life of the
Longhouse: An Archaeology of Ethnicity from the publisher to make you much more enjoy free time.

Regina Hash:

Why? Because this The Life of the Longhouse: An Archaeology of Ethnicity is an unordinary book that the
inside of the reserve waiting for you to snap it but latter it will surprise you with the secret this inside.
Reading this book beside it was fantastic author who also write the book in such remarkable way makes the
content on the inside easier to understand, entertaining way but still convey the meaning totally. So , it is
good for you because of not hesitating having this any more or you going to regret it. This unique book will
give you a lot of gains than the other book possess such as help improving your talent and your critical



thinking method. So , still want to hesitate having that book? If I had been you I will go to the e-book store
hurriedly.
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