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"An original contribution to a subject which is currently of much interest to the world at large, East or West,
and has an important bearing on the position of women in the societies in which veiling is practiced."--The
Middle East Journal

"Highly recommended. . . . It draws on and contributes to current feminist theorizing in Middle East
women's studies and in broader feminist academic circles."--International Journal of Middle East Studies

"A welcome contribution to Middle Eastern and women’s studies, providing an innovating approach and
research to a highly controversial issue in gender politics."--Digest of Middle East Studies

An insightful and provocative book. . . . [It] leads to a better understanding of the veil and a debunking of
current clichés.” —Farzaneh Milani, University of Virginia

Illustrated with photographs, drawings, and cartoons gathered from popular culture, this provocative book
demonstrates that the veil, the garment known in Islamic cultures as the hijab, holds within its folds a
semantic versatility that goes far beyond current clichés and homogenous representations.

Whether seen as erotic or romantic, a symbol of oppression or a sign of piety, modesty, or purity, the veil
carries thousands of years of religious, sexual, social, and political significance. Using examples from both
the East and West—including Persian poetry, American erotica, Iranian and Indian films, and government-
sanctioned posters—Faegheh Shirazi shows that the veil has become a ubiquitous symbol, utilized as a
profitable marketing tool for diverse enterprises, from Penthouse magazine to Saudi advertising companies.

She argues that perceptions of the veil change with the cultural context of its use as well as over time: in a
Hindi movie the veil draws in the male gaze, in an Iranian movie it denies it; photographs of veiled women
in Playboy aim to titillate a principally male audience, while cartoons of veiled women in the same magazine
mock and ridicule Muslim society. 

Shirazi concludes that the practice of veiling, encompassing an amazingly rich array of meanings, has often
become a screen upon which different people in different cultures project their dreams and nightmares. 

Faegheh Shirazi is associate professor of Middle Eastern languages and cultures in the Islamic Studies
Program at the University of Texas, Austin. She is the author of several book chapters and articles on issues
related to women in Islam in numerous publications, including Critique and Journal for Critical Studies of
the Middle East.
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From reader reviews:

Lidia Hill:

The book The Veil Unveiled: The Hijab in Modern Culture give you a sense of feeling enjoy for your spare
time. You may use to make your capable much more increase. Book can for being your best friend when you
getting pressure or having big problem with your subject. If you can make examining a book The Veil
Unveiled: The Hijab in Modern Culture to become your habit, you can get considerably more advantages,
like add your own personal capable, increase your knowledge about several or all subjects. You could know
everything if you like start and read a book The Veil Unveiled: The Hijab in Modern Culture. Kinds of book
are several. It means that, science publication or encyclopedia or some others. So , how do you think about
this guide?

William Murphy:

This The Veil Unveiled: The Hijab in Modern Culture is great e-book for you because the content and that is
full of information for you who also always deal with world and have to make decision every minute. This
particular book reveal it facts accurately using great organize word or we can state no rambling sentences in
it. So if you are read the item hurriedly you can have whole facts in it. Doesn't mean it only will give you
straight forward sentences but challenging core information with attractive delivering sentences. Having The
Veil Unveiled: The Hijab in Modern Culture in your hand like getting the world in your arm, facts in it is not
ridiculous 1. We can say that no e-book that offer you world with ten or fifteen second right but this book
already do that. So , this is good reading book. Hey Mr. and Mrs. stressful do you still doubt which?

Francis Garcia:

Reading a book to be new life style in this 12 months; every people loves to study a book. When you go
through a book you can get a wide range of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve your
knowledge, mainly because book has a lot of information into it. The information that you will get depend on
what kinds of book that you have read. If you would like get information about your examine, you can read
education books, but if you want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, such us novel, comics, as well
as soon. The The Veil Unveiled: The Hijab in Modern Culture provide you with new experience in reading a
book.

Stacie Logan:

Some individuals said that they feel uninterested when they reading a book. They are directly felt it when
they get a half portions of the book. You can choose often the book The Veil Unveiled: The Hijab in Modern
Culture to make your current reading is interesting. Your current skill of reading expertise is developing
when you such as reading. Try to choose very simple book to make you enjoy to learn it and mingle the
feeling about book and studying especially. It is to be initially opinion for you to like to wide open a book
and read it. Beside that the book The Veil Unveiled: The Hijab in Modern Culture can to be your brand-new



friend when you're really feel alone and confuse in what must you're doing of the time.
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