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Historians have long analyzed the battles and the military strategies that brought the American Civil War to
an end. Going beyond tactics and troop maneuvers, this book concentrates on the characters of the two
opposing generals--Robert E. Lee and Ulysses S. Grant--showing how their different temperaments
ultimately determined the course of the war. As author David Alan Johnson explains, Grant's dogged and
fearless determination eventually gained the upper hand over Lee's arguably superior military brilliance.

Delving into their separate upbringings, the book depicts Grant as a working-class man from Ohio and Lee
as a Virginia aristocrat. Both men were strongly influenced by their fathers. Grant learned a lesson in
determination as he watched his father overcome economic hardships to make a successful living as a tanner
and leather goods dealer. By contrast, Lee did his best to become the polar opposite of his father, a man
whose bankruptcy and imprisonment for unpaid debts brought disgrace upon the family. Lee cultivated a
manner of unimpeachable respectability and patrician courtesy, which in the field of battle did not always
translate into decisive orders.

Underscoring the tragedy of this fratricidal conflict, the author recounts episodes from the earlier Mexican
war (1846-1848), when Grant and Lee and many other officers who would later oppose each other were
comrades in arms.

This vivid narrative brings to life a crucial turning point in American history, showing how character and
circumstances combined to have a decisive influence on the course of events.
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From reader reviews:

Cicely Silber:

Book is usually written, printed, or highlighted for everything. You can learn everything you want by a
publication. Book has a different type. As you may know that book is important matter to bring us around the
world. Next to that you can your reading proficiency was fluently. A book Battle of Wills: Ulysses S. Grant,
Robert E. Lee, and the Last Year of the Civil War will make you to be smarter. You can feel far more
confidence if you can know about anything. But some of you think in which open or reading a new book
make you bored. It is not make you fun. Why they may be thought like that? Have you searching for best
book or suitable book with you?

Evelyn Spencer:

The book untitled Battle of Wills: Ulysses S. Grant, Robert E. Lee, and the Last Year of the Civil War
contain a lot of information on this. The writer explains your girlfriend idea with easy way. The language is
very simple to implement all the people, so do certainly not worry, you can easy to read it. The book was
written by famous author. The author will bring you in the new age of literary works. You can read this book
because you can continue reading your smart phone, or device, so you can read the book within anywhere
and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can wide open their official web-site and order it. Have a
nice learn.

Eugene Ruano:

In this period of time globalization it is important to someone to obtain information. The information will
make professionals understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information
simpler to share. You can find a lot of personal references to get information example: internet, newspaper,
book, and soon. You will see that now, a lot of publisher which print many kinds of book. Often the book
that recommended to you is Battle of Wills: Ulysses S. Grant, Robert E. Lee, and the Last Year of the Civil
War this e-book consist a lot of the information of the condition of this world now. This kind of book was
represented how do the world has grown up. The terminology styles that writer require to explain it is easy to
understand. The particular writer made some investigation when he makes this book. Here is why this book
appropriate all of you.

Betty Callahan:

That guide can make you to feel relax. This specific book Battle of Wills: Ulysses S. Grant, Robert E. Lee,
and the Last Year of the Civil War was bright colored and of course has pictures on the website. As we know
that book Battle of Wills: Ulysses S. Grant, Robert E. Lee, and the Last Year of the Civil War has many
kinds or variety. Start from kids until teens. For example Naruto or Private investigator Conan you can read
and think you are the character on there. Therefore , not at all of book are usually make you bored, any it
offers up you feel happy, fun and loosen up. Try to choose the best book in your case and try to like reading



this.
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