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In 1598, at the height of the Spanish Inquisition, New Mexico became Spain’s northernmost New World
colony. The censures of the Catholic Church reached all the way to Santa Fe, where in the mid-1660s, Doña
Teresa Aguilera y Roche, the wife of New Mexico governor Bernardo López de Mendizábal, came under the
Inquisition’s scrutiny. She and her husband were tried in Mexico City for the crime of judaizante, the
practice of Jewish rituals. Using the handwritten briefs that Doña Teresa prepared for her defense, as well as
depositions by servants, ethnohistorian Frances Levine paints a remarkable portrait of daily life in
seventeenth-century New Mexico. Doña Teresa Confronts the Spanish Inquisition also offers a rare glimpse
into the intellectual and emotional life of an educated European woman at a particularly dangerous time in
Spanish colonial history.

New Mexico’s remoteness attracted crypto-Jews and conversos, Jews who practiced their faith behind a front
of Roman Catholicism. But were Doña Teresa and her husband truly conversos? Or were the charges against
them simply their enemies’ means of silencing political opposition? Doña Teresa had grown up in Italy and
had lived in Colombia as the daughter of the governor of Cartagena. She was far better educated than most of
the men in New Mexico. But education and prestige were no protection against persecution. The fine
furnishings, fabrics, and tableware that Doña Teresa installed in the Palace of the Governors in Santa Fe
made her an object of suspicion and jealousy, and her ability to read and write in several languages made her
the target of outlandish claims.

Doña Teresa Confronts the Spanish Inquisition uncovers issues that resonate today: conflicts between
religious and secular authority; the weight of evidence versus hearsay in court. Doña Teresa’s voice—set in
the context of the history of the Inquisition—is a powerful addition to the memory of that time.
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From reader reviews:

Raymond Childers:

Reading a e-book can be one of a lot of activity that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading book
and so. There are a lot of reasons why people like it. First reading a guide will give you a lot of new
information. When you read a publication you will get new information since book is one of numerous ways
to share the information or maybe their idea. Second, reading through a book will make anyone more
imaginative. When you reading through a book especially fiction book the author will bring that you imagine
the story how the people do it anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to other individuals. When
you read this Doña Teresa Confronts the Spanish Inquisition: A Seventeenth-Century New Mexican Drama,
it is possible to tells your family, friends along with soon about yours book. Your knowledge can inspire
average, make them reading a guide.

Stewart Ramirez:

Reading a reserve tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With reading through you can get a lot
of information that will give you benefit in your life. Having book everyone in this world may share their
idea. Guides can also inspire a lot of people. Plenty of author can inspire all their reader with their story or
their experience. Not only the story that share in the guides. But also they write about the data about
something that you need instance. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach children, there are many
kinds of book that exist now. The authors in this world always try to improve their skill in writing, they also
doing some research before they write on their book. One of them is this Doña Teresa Confronts the Spanish
Inquisition: A Seventeenth-Century New Mexican Drama.

Effie Steger:

Doña Teresa Confronts the Spanish Inquisition: A Seventeenth-Century New Mexican Drama can be one of
your beginning books that are good idea. All of us recommend that straight away because this book has good
vocabulary that can increase your knowledge in words, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nonetheless
delivering the information. The article writer giving his/her effort to place every word into delight
arrangement in writing Doña Teresa Confronts the Spanish Inquisition: A Seventeenth-Century New
Mexican Drama however doesn't forget the main stage, giving the reader the hottest and also based confirm
resource info that maybe you can be among it. This great information can drawn you into brand new stage of
crucial thinking.

Sean Rusin:

In this time globalization it is important to someone to find information. The information will make someone
to understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information better to share.
You can find a lot of references to get information example: internet, newspaper, book, and soon. You will
observe that now, a lot of publisher that will print many kinds of book. The actual book that recommended



for your requirements is Doña Teresa Confronts the Spanish Inquisition: A Seventeenth-Century New
Mexican Drama this e-book consist a lot of the information in the condition of this world now. This book
was represented how can the world has grown up. The terminology styles that writer use for explain it is easy
to understand. The actual writer made some research when he makes this book. That is why this book
suitable all of you.
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