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In Homo Ludens, Johan Huizinga defines play as the central activity in flourishing societies. He identifies
five characteristics of play: it is free; it is not “ordinary” or “real” life; it is distinct from “ordinary” life both
as to locality and duration; it creates order; it is connected with no material interest, and from it no profit can
be gained.

With cross-cultural examples from the humanities, business, and politics, Huizinga examines play in all its
diverse guises—as it relates to language, law, war, knowledge, poetry, myth, philosophy, art, and much
more. As he writes, “Civilization is, in its earliest phases, played. It does not come from play like a baby
detaching itself from the womb: it arises in and as play, and never leaves it.”

Starting with Plato, Huizinga traces the contribution of “man the player” through the Middle Ages, the
Renaissance, and early modern world. With an eye for our own times he writes: “In American politics [play]
is even more evident. Long before the two-party system had reduced itself to two gigantic teams whose
political differences were hardly discernible to an outsider, electioneering in America had developed into a
kind of national sport.” With its remarkable historical sweep, Homo Ludens defines play for generations to
come.

“A fascinating account of ‘man the player’ and the contribution of play to civilization.”—Harper’s

“A writer with a sharp and powerful intelligence, helped by a gift of expression and exposition which is very
rare, Huizinga assembles and interprets one of the most fundamental elements of human culture: the instinct
for play. Reading this volume, one suddenly discovers how profoundly the achievements in law, science,
poverty, war, philosophy, and in the arts, are nourished by the instinct of play.”—Roger Caillois, editor of
Diogenes
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From reader reviews:

Robert Maselli:

The book Homo Ludens: A Study of the Play-Element in Culture gives you the sense of being enjoy for your
spare time. You can utilize to make your capable far more increase. Book can to get your best friend when
you getting stress or having big problem along with your subject. If you can make reading through a book
Homo Ludens: A Study of the Play-Element in Culture to become your habit, you can get far more
advantages, like add your capable, increase your knowledge about many or all subjects. You can know
everything if you like open up and read a publication Homo Ludens: A Study of the Play-Element in Culture.
Kinds of book are several. It means that, science book or encyclopedia or others. So , how do you think
about this publication?

Doyle Swoope:

In this 21st millennium, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive today, people have
do something to make these people survives, being in the middle of the particular crowded place and notice
through surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated it for a while is reading. Yeah,
by reading a publication your ability to survive boost then having chance to stand than other is high. For you
personally who want to start reading any book, we give you this particular Homo Ludens: A Study of the
Play-Element in Culture book as starter and daily reading e-book. Why, because this book is greater than just
a book.

Dale Moore:

Playing with family inside a park, coming to see the ocean world or hanging out with good friends is thing
that usually you could have done when you have spare time, then why you don't try issue that really opposite
from that. A single activity that make you not feeling tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
already been ride on and with addition associated with. Even you love Homo Ludens: A Study of the Play-
Element in Culture, it is possible to enjoy both. It is fine combination right, you still need to miss it? What
kind of hangout type is it? Oh come on its mind hangout folks. What? Still don't have it, oh come on its
referred to as reading friends.

Blanche Jackson:

Do you like reading a e-book? Confuse to looking for your selected book? Or your book had been rare? Why
so many query for the book? But virtually any people feel that they enjoy to get reading. Some people likes
reading through, not only science book but also novel and Homo Ludens: A Study of the Play-Element in
Culture or even others sources were given knowledge for you. After you know how the great a book, you
feel need to read more and more. Science reserve was created for teacher or students especially. Those
ebooks are helping them to add their knowledge. In other case, beside science e-book, any other book likes
Homo Ludens: A Study of the Play-Element in Culture to make your spare time much more colorful. Many



types of book like this one.
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