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"The miracle of La Grande Jatte is its coincidence of critical distinction and popular celebration. High, low,
mass, and popular cultures meet in mutual delight, continuing to revel in the mysteries of that Parisian
Sunday."—from "The Park in the Museum" by Neil Harris

"Bedlam," "scandal," and "hilarity" were among the epithets used to describe the effect of what is now
considered Georges Seurat's greatest work, and one of the most remarkable paintings of the nineteenth
century, when it was first exhibited in Paris in 1886. A Sunday on La Grande Jatte—1884, an extensive
landscape peopled with over forty figures, took the artist almost two years to complete. This sumptuous
book, created to accompany a major exhibition at the Art Institute of Chicago, provides a fascinating, in-
depth examination of the gestation, execution, and influence of Seurat's masterpiece.

La Grande Jatte has been part of the Art Institute of Chicago's collection since 1926. Bringing together all
known studies and drawings directly related to the painting, this volume provides a visual and contextual
survey of Seurat's working methods and aesthetic priorities, as well as the evolutionary process that
culminated in his singular achievement. Included are more than fifty-five preparatory works, ranging from
rich conté crayon drawings to oil sketches on small wood panels to larger studies painted on canvas. In their
quantity, intricacy, and variety, these works reveal a compositional process that harks back to Old Master
traditions and methods, which had been largely abandoned by Seurat's immediate predecessors, the
Impressionists. The many studies attest to the artist's ambitions for his masterpiece and open up a broader
context for understanding the work.

Seurat scholar Robert L. Herbert makes new revelations about the painting's relationship to its preparatory
studies, stressing Seurat's empirical craftmanship. He compares La Grande Jatte to paintings by Monet,
Renoir, Pissarro, and Signac and analyzes the ways that twentieth-century critics, including Meyer Schapiro,
T.J. Clark, and Linda Nochlin, have viewed the picture. He proposes that the enduring fascination of the
famous canvas comes from Seurat's mixture of fashion and irony. Also giving new perspectives in this book,
the noted cultural historian Neil Harris charts how and why La Grande Jatte attained its revered status at the
Art Institute of Chicago and throughout the United States. Additionally, the exhibition's cocurators examine
the painting's place in the museum's collection. Essays by Art Institute conservators show how Seurat
transferred and altered figures from studies to final canvas and elucidate the exact nature of his pigments and
brushwork. Color scientist Roy Berns traces the efforts to digitally recapture the original hues of Seurat's
time-altered masterpiece. A landmark publication, this book provides dazzling proof of why La Grande Jatte
is among the most frequently reproduced paintings in the world and why it continues to fascinate scholars
and art lovers today.
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From reader reviews:

Fern Rodriquez:

Now a day people who Living in the era everywhere everything reachable by connect with the internet and
the resources within it can be true or not demand people to be aware of each data they get. How a lot more to
be smart in receiving any information nowadays? Of course the answer then is reading a book. Reading a
book can help men and women out of this uncertainty Information specifically this Seurat and the Making of
La Grande Jatte book because this book offers you rich data and knowledge. Of course the data in this book
hundred percent guarantees there is no doubt in it everbody knows.

Thelma Burke:

This Seurat and the Making of La Grande Jatte is brand new way for you who has interest to look for some
information mainly because it relief your hunger details. Getting deeper you in it getting knowledge more
you know or else you who still having small amount of digest in reading this Seurat and the Making of La
Grande Jatte can be the light food in your case because the information inside this kind of book is easy to get
simply by anyone. These books create itself in the form which can be reachable by anyone, yeah I mean in
the e-book web form. People who think that in publication form make them feel tired even dizzy this e-book
is the answer. So there isn't any in reading a publication especially this one. You can find what you are
looking for. It should be here for a person. So , don't miss that! Just read this e-book sort for your better life
in addition to knowledge.

Augustus Chase:

That guide can make you to feel relax. This book Seurat and the Making of La Grande Jatte was vibrant and
of course has pictures on there. As we know that book Seurat and the Making of La Grande Jatte has many
kinds or genre. Start from kids until young adults. For example Naruto or Investigator Conan you can read
and believe that you are the character on there. Therefore not at all of book are generally make you bored,
any it offers you feel happy, fun and chill out. Try to choose the best book in your case and try to like
reading that.

Edna Dixon:

E-book is one of source of information. We can add our understanding from it. Not only for students but also
native or citizen want book to know the update information of year to help year. As we know those guides
have many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, also can bring us to around the world. With
the book Seurat and the Making of La Grande Jatte we can have more advantage. Don't someone to be
creative people? For being creative person must like to read a book. Just choose the best book that ideal with
your aim. Don't always be doubt to change your life at this time book Seurat and the Making of La Grande
Jatte. You can more inviting than now.
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