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In the nineteenth century, virtually anyone could get into the United States. But by the 1920s, U.S.
immigration policy had become a finely filtered regime of selection. Desmond King looks at this dramatic
shift, and the debates behind it, for what they reveal about the construction of an "American" identity.

Specifically, the debates in the three decades leading up to 1929 were conceived in terms of desirable versus
undesirable immigrants. This not only cemented judgments about specific European groups but reinforced
prevailing biases against groups already present in the United States, particularly African Americans, whose
inferior status and second-class citizenship--enshrined in Jim Crow laws and embedded in pseudo-scientific
arguments about racial classifications--appear to have been consolidated in these decades. Although the
values of different groups have always been recognized in the United States, King gives the most thorough
account yet of how eugenic arguments were used to establish barriers and to favor an Anglo-Saxon
conception of American identity, rejecting claims of other traditions. Thus the immigration controversy
emerges here as a significant precursor to recent multicultural debates.

Making Americans shows how the choices made about immigration policy in the 1920s played a
fundamental role in shaping democracy and ideas about group rights in America.
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From reader reviews:

Deborah Brantley:

Do you have favorite book? If you have, what is your favorite's book? Reserve is very important thing for us
to find out everything in the world. Each publication has different aim or perhaps goal; it means that guide
has different type. Some people truly feel enjoy to spend their a chance to read a book. They are reading
whatever they take because their hobby will be reading a book. How about the person who don't like
studying a book? Sometime, person feel need book after they found difficult problem or exercise. Well,
probably you'll have this Making Americans: Immigration, Race, and the Origins of the Diverse Democracy.

Joshua Molina:

Hey guys, do you desires to finds a new book to read? May be the book with the subject Making Americans:
Immigration, Race, and the Origins of the Diverse Democracy suitable to you? The actual book was written
by well known writer in this era. Typically the book untitled Making Americans: Immigration, Race, and the
Origins of the Diverse Democracyis one of several books that everyone read now. That book was inspired
many men and women in the world. When you read this book you will enter the new shape that you ever
know ahead of. The author explained their thought in the simple way, therefore all of people can easily to
comprehend the core of this book. This book will give you a great deal of information about this world now.
So you can see the represented of the world with this book.

Vikki Maynard:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside together with friends, fun activity along with
family or just watching TV all day long. You can have new activity to pay your whole day by reading
through a book. Ugh, ya think reading a book can really hard because you have to take the book everywhere?
It okay you can have the e-book, taking everywhere you want in your Touch screen phone. Like Making
Americans: Immigration, Race, and the Origins of the Diverse Democracy which is finding the e-book
version. So , try out this book? Let's notice.

Mathew Casillas:

Reading a guide make you to get more knowledge from it. You can take knowledge and information coming
from a book. Book is created or printed or illustrated from each source that filled update of news. In this
particular modern era like currently, many ways to get information are available for you actually. From
media social similar to newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, story and comic.
You can add your knowledge by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to spread out your book?
Or just trying to find the Making Americans: Immigration, Race, and the Origins of the Diverse Democracy
when you desired it?
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