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The best-known and most sensational event in Vincent van Gogh’s life is also the least understood. For more
than a century, biographers and historians seeking definitive facts about what happened on a December night
in Arles have unearthed more questions than answers. Why would an artist at the height of his powers
commit such a brutal act? Who was the mysterious “Rachel” to whom he presented his macabre gift? Did he
use a razor or a knife? Was it just a segment—or did Van Gogh really lop off his entire ear?
In Van Gogh’s Ear, Bernadette Murphy reveals, for the first time, the true story of this long-misunderstood
incident, sweeping away decades of myth and giving us a glimpse of a troubled but brilliant artist at his
breaking point. Murphy’s detective work takes her from Europe to the United States and back, from the
holdings of major museums to the moldering contents of forgotten archives. She braids together her own
thrilling journey of discovery with a narrative of Van Gogh’s life in Arles, the sleepy Provençal town where
he created his finest work, and vividly reconstructs the world in which he moved—the madams and
prostitutes, café patrons and police inspectors, shepherds and bohemian artists. We encounter Van Gogh’s
brother and benefactor Theo, his guest and fellow painter Paul Gauguin, and many local subjects of Van
Gogh’s paintings, some of whom Murphy identifies for the first time. Strikingly, Murphy uncovers
previously unknown information about “Rachel”—and uses it to propose a bold new hypothesis about what
was occurring in Van Gogh’s heart and mind as he made a mysterious delivery to her doorstep.
As it reopens one of art history’s most famous cold cases, Van Gogh’s Ear becomes a fascinating work of
detection. It is also a study of a painter creating his most iconic and revolutionary work, pushing himself ever
closer to greatness even as he edged toward madness—and one fateful sweep of the blade that would
resonate through the ages.
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From reader reviews:

Shawn Proctor:

The book Van Gogh's Ear will bring you to the new experience of reading the book. The author style to
describe the idea is very unique. In the event you try to find new book to read, this book very acceptable to
you. The book Van Gogh's Ear is much recommended to you you just read. You can also get the e-book from
official web site, so you can easier to read the book.

Anna Sanders:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you, why because this Van Gogh's Ear guide written by well-known
writer who really knows well how to make book which might be understand by anyone who also read the
book. Written with good manner for you, leaking every ideas and publishing skill only for eliminate your
own personal hunger then you still hesitation Van Gogh's Ear as good book not simply by the cover but also
with the content. This is one guide that can break don't determine book by its cover, so do you still needing
an additional sixth sense to pick this!? Oh come on your examining sixth sense already told you so why you
have to listening to one more sixth sense.

Tamica Harris:

This Van Gogh's Ear is brand new way for you who has curiosity to look for some information given it relief
your hunger details. Getting deeper you onto it getting knowledge more you know otherwise you who still
having little digest in reading this Van Gogh's Ear can be the light food to suit your needs because the
information inside this kind of book is easy to get simply by anyone. These books acquire itself in the form
and that is reachable by anyone, yep I mean in the e-book contact form. People who think that in guide form
make them feel sleepy even dizzy this book is the answer. So there is not any in reading a reserve especially
this one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for an individual. So , don't miss the item! Just
read this e-book style for your better life and also knowledge.

Curtis Phillips:

Don't be worry for anyone who is afraid that this book may filled the space in your house, you could have it
in e-book means, more simple and reachable. This particular Van Gogh's Ear can give you a lot of friends
because by you considering this one book you have matter that they don't and make anyone more like an
interesting person. That book can be one of a step for you to get success. This book offer you information
that probably your friend doesn't know, by knowing more than some other make you to be great people. So ,
why hesitate? We need to have Van Gogh's Ear.
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