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Dessens examines the legacy of approximately 15,000 Saint-Domingue refugees--whites, slaves, and free
people of color--who settled in Louisiana between 1791 and 1815. Forced to flee their French Caribbean
colony following a slave rebellion that gave birth to the Haitian Republic in January 1804, they spread
throughout the Caribbean and along the North American Atlantic coast. Forming a relatively coherent
diaspora for at least two decades, they concentrated in New Orleans. In this first comprehensive study of the
Saint-Domingue influence, Dessens brings to light a refugee community composed in almost equal
proportions of three population groups, yet completely forgotten by Louisiana historiography for more than
150 years, despite its arrival during a crucial historical era, its participation in the economic, social, and
political life of a new homeland, and its cultural legacy to the “Creole capital.”
 
A few pioneer historians of Louisiana raised the Saint-Domingue refugees from oblivion in the mid-20th
century, but only one collection of articles, The Road to Louisiana, has ever been published about them.
Dessens finds that the new arrivals established New Orleans’ first newspapers and many of its oldest schools
and left their cultural influence on the city’s music and architecture. The immigrants also brought with them
inclusive ideas about people of African descent that helped shape local race relations. The children of these
refugees carefully orchestrated shoemaker Homer Plessy’s vain attempt to outlaw segregation.
 
Drawing on sources in France and the United States, as well as civic, church, and other primary documents
in New Orleans, Dessens examines the salient features of the refugees’ former society, the reasons they left,
the migration itself, and their reception and integration into New Orleans society. Revealing a better
understanding of migratory movements and of Louisiana’s exceptionalism in the United States, this study
will be of special interest to historians of the South, Gulf South, Louisiana, and New Orleans, as well as
African American, Latin American, and Caribbean history, migration, and genealogy. 
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From reader reviews:

Rick Braden:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to pick book like
comic, small story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not seeking From Saint-Domingue to New
Orleans: Migration and Influences (Southern Dissent) that give your enjoyment preference will be satisfied
simply by reading this book. Reading routine all over the world can be said as the opportunity for people to
know world much better then how they react towards the world. It can't be claimed constantly that reading
behavior only for the geeky person but for all of you who wants to always be success person. So , for all you
who want to start examining as your good habit, you may pick From Saint-Domingue to New Orleans:
Migration and Influences (Southern Dissent) become your personal starter.

Ralph Scott:

The book untitled From Saint-Domingue to New Orleans: Migration and Influences (Southern Dissent)
contain a lot of information on the idea. The writer explains her idea with easy technique. The language is
very clear and understandable all the people, so do not necessarily worry, you can easy to read the idea. The
book was written by famous author. The author will take you in the new period of time of literary works.
You can read this book because you can keep reading your smart phone, or device, so you can read the book
in anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can available their official
web-site as well as order it. Have a nice learn.

James Yancey:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside with friends, fun activity together with family or
just watching TV all day every day. You can have new activity to invest your whole day by looking at a
book. Ugh, think reading a book can actually hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It okay
you can have the e-book, getting everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like From Saint-Domingue to
New Orleans: Migration and Influences (Southern Dissent) which is having the e-book version. So , why not
try out this book? Let's notice.

Terry Hollis:

Some individuals said that they feel uninterested when they reading a book. They are directly felt it when
they get a half elements of the book. You can choose the particular book From Saint-Domingue to New
Orleans: Migration and Influences (Southern Dissent) to make your own reading is interesting. Your own
skill of reading talent is developing when you just like reading. Try to choose very simple book to make you
enjoy to study it and mingle the impression about book and examining especially. It is to be very first
opinion for you to like to start a book and learn it. Beside that the guide From Saint-Domingue to New
Orleans: Migration and Influences (Southern Dissent) can to be your new friend when you're feel alone and
confuse in what must you're doing of this time.
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