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"Archduchesses have always been disastrous for France," Napoleon once remarked. Yet in 1810 he married
Archduchess Marie Louise, the eighteen-year-old daughter of his lifelong enemy, the Emperor of Austria.On
January 5, 1810, she had read in the newspapers of the act of separation between Napoleon and his wife and
wrote to her father, "I must admit, dear Papa, that I am very disturbed by this news."And to her friend
Victoria de Poutet she wrote the next day, "I pity the unfortunate woman on whom his choice falls; that will
certainly put an end to her fine days."Though their union was politically expedient, Napoleon lived happily
and proudly with "my good Louise" until defeat sent him to Elba and she returned to Vienna, eventually
becoming the sovereign of an Italian duchy.Alan Palmer gives the first detailed portrait of this extraordinary
episode in Europe's history.He traces the changing fortunes of France and Austria through the years of
Napoleonic ascendancy and eclipse.By using extracts from Louise's letters and travel diaries, he throws light
on the conflicting worlds and torn loyalties which perplexed France's young, and often courageous,
Empress.Personal touches are many and amusing, as in Louise's letters to her mother telling of their travels
through sleet and rain and miles and miles of muddy roads.Overnight stops were made at wayside taverns ill-
suited for families of distinction - one evening there was an insect hunt in an infested bedroom, with Louise
claming that she had swatted the largest bug of all, whom she dubbed "Napoleon."Alan Palmer also
examines the controversial years in which their son was raised to manhood in Vienna while Louise, with her
secret second family, reigned in Parma as a benevolent Duchess, whose cultural legacy has survived into the
21st century.AUTHORBIO: Alan Palmer is an acclaimed historian, the author of several books including
Napoleon in Russia, An Encyclopaedia of Napoleon's Europe, Twilight of the Habsburgs, Victory 1918, and
biographies of Metternich, Tsar Alexander I and Bernadotte.
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From reader reviews:

Eugene Glover:

The actual book Napoleon & Marie Louise: The Emperor's Second Wife will bring that you the new
experience of reading a book. The author style to spell out the idea is very unique. When you try to find new
book to see, this book very acceptable to you. The book Napoleon & Marie Louise: The Emperor's Second
Wife is much recommended to you to learn. You can also get the e-book in the official web site, so you can
more easily to read the book.

Bob Bartlett:

The reason why? Because this Napoleon & Marie Louise: The Emperor's Second Wife is an unordinary book
that the inside of the publication waiting for you to snap the idea but latter it will distress you with the secret
this inside. Reading this book adjacent to it was fantastic author who write the book in such remarkable way
makes the content interior easier to understand, entertaining means but still convey the meaning thoroughly.
So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this any longer or you going to regret it. This phenomenal
book will give you a lot of rewards than the other book possess such as help improving your skill and your
critical thinking approach. So , still want to postpone having that book? If I have been you I will go to the
publication store hurriedly.

Carrie Hanks:

This Napoleon & Marie Louise: The Emperor's Second Wife is great publication for you because the content
and that is full of information for you who have always deal with world and have to make decision every
minute. This book reveal it details accurately using great plan word or we can state no rambling sentences
included. So if you are read it hurriedly you can have whole facts in it. Doesn't mean it only provides straight
forward sentences but tricky core information with wonderful delivering sentences. Having Napoleon &
Marie Louise: The Emperor's Second Wife in your hand like having the world in your arm, details in it is not
ridiculous one. We can say that no book that offer you world with ten or fifteen tiny right but this reserve
already do that. So , this can be good reading book. Hello Mr. and Mrs. active do you still doubt this?

Debra Davis:

In this era globalization it is important to someone to acquire information. The information will make
someone to understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information easier to
share. You can find a lot of personal references to get information example: internet, classifieds, book, and
soon. You can view that now, a lot of publisher in which print many kinds of book. Typically the book that
recommended to your account is Napoleon & Marie Louise: The Emperor's Second Wife this reserve consist
a lot of the information with the condition of this world now. That book was represented how can the world
has grown up. The vocabulary styles that writer require to explain it is easy to understand. Often the writer
made some research when he makes this book. This is why this book acceptable all of you.
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