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In four elegant chapters, Robert Alter explains the prismlike radiance created by the association of three
modern masters, Franz Kafka, Walter Benjamin, and Gershom Scholem. The volume pinpoints the
intersections of these divergent witnesses to the modern condition of doubt, the no-man's-land between
traditional religion and modern secular culture.

Scholem, the devoted Zionist and master historian of Jewish mysticism, and Benjamin, the Marxist cultural
critic, dedicated much of their thought and correspondence to Kafka, the explorer in fiction of radical
alienation. Kafka's sense of spiritual complexities was an inspiration to both thinkers in their resistance to the
murderous simplification of totalitarian ideology. In Necessary Angels Alter uncovers a moment when the
future of modernism is revealed in its preoccupation with the past. The angel of the title is first Kafka's: on
June 25, 1914, the writer recorded in his diary a dream vision of an angel that turned into the painted wooden
figurehead of a ship. In 1940, at the end of his life, Walter Benjamin devoted the ninth of his Theses on the
Philosophy of History to a meditation on an angel by the artist Paul Klee, first quoting a poem he had written
on that painting. In Benjamin's vision, the figure from Klee becomes an angel of history, sucked into the
future by the storm of progress, his face looking back to Eden. Benjamin bequeathed the Klee oil painting to
Scholem; it hung in the living room of Scholem's home on Abarbanel Street in Jerusalem until 1989, when
his widow placed it in the Israel Museum.

Alter's focus on the epiphanic force of memory on these three great modernists shows with sometimes
startling, sometimes prophetic clarity that a complete break with tradition is not essential to modernism.
Necessary Angels itself continues the necessary discovery of the future in the past.
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From reader reviews:

Kathleen Owen:

The book with title Necessary Angels: Tradition and Modernity in Kafka, Benjamin, and Scholem contains a
lot of information that you can understand it. You can get a lot of gain after read this book. This book exist
new expertise the information that exist in this e-book represented the condition of the world right now. That
is important to yo7u to learn how the improvement of the world. This specific book will bring you inside
new era of the the positive effect. You can read the e-book in your smart phone, so you can read the item
anywhere you want.

George Conner:

Playing with family inside a park, coming to see the ocean world or hanging out with friends is thing that
usually you have done when you have spare time, after that why you don't try issue that really opposite from
that. One particular activity that make you not experience tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster
you already been ride on and with addition details. Even you love Necessary Angels: Tradition and
Modernity in Kafka, Benjamin, and Scholem, you could enjoy both. It is good combination right, you still
would like to miss it? What kind of hang-out type is it? Oh can happen its mind hangout fellas. What? Still
don't have it, oh come on its referred to as reading friends.

Pearlie Wong:

Beside that Necessary Angels: Tradition and Modernity in Kafka, Benjamin, and Scholem in your phone, it
might give you a way to get closer to the new knowledge or details. The information and the knowledge you
can got here is fresh through the oven so don't become worry if you feel like an old people live in narrow
community. It is good thing to have Necessary Angels: Tradition and Modernity in Kafka, Benjamin, and
Scholem because this book offers for you readable information. Do you at times have book but you would
not get what it's interesting features of. Oh come on, that will not end up to happen if you have this inside
your hand. The Enjoyable agreement here cannot be questionable, such as treasuring beautiful island. So do
you still want to miss it? Find this book in addition to read it from now!

Jackie Armstrong:

Don't be worry if you are afraid that this book will probably filled the space in your house, you may have it
in e-book way, more simple and reachable. This specific Necessary Angels: Tradition and Modernity in
Kafka, Benjamin, and Scholem can give you a lot of friends because by you investigating this one book you
have point that they don't and make a person more like an interesting person. This book can be one of a step
for you to get success. This guide offer you information that might be your friend doesn't realize, by knowing
more than some other make you to be great individuals. So , why hesitate? Let's have Necessary Angels:
Tradition and Modernity in Kafka, Benjamin, and Scholem.
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