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Half a dozen young men find themselves at the end of their university years facing the awful prospect that
they must now support themselves. They decide to found an Ideal Commonwealth, in the Navigator Islands -
Samoa (where, by a wonderful coincidence, a decade later, Stevenson himself eventually settled and where
he died and is buried). Here - they reason - work and money, dreary offices and dreary jobs, will not be
known or needed. But capital is required to start even an Ideal Commonwealth. One of their number knows
of "a real, glowing, gaudy, old-high treasure" - gold and jewels in a trunk in a family castle in the Scottish
Highlands, theirs for the stealing, and . . . Robert Louis Stevenson began writing the comic novel The Hair
Trunk or The Ideal Commonwealth: An Extravaganza in April or May 1877, when he was twenty-six, and
left it unfinished - after 30,000 words, in nine chapters - two years later. It shows a side of him whom most
readers have never known existed: a satirical Stevenson making great fun, in a manner worthy of his
contemporaries Gilbert and Sullivan, of the events and passions, the personalities and the predicaments, of
his day. Previously published only in a French translation, it now takes its rightful place among his
memorable early works of fiction. Transcribed, introduced, and annotated by the noted scholar Roger G.
Swearingen from Stevenson's unpublished manuscript (now in the Huntington Library, San Marino,
California), this edition reveals glimpses of the author's developing literary skills and his complex and often
madcap personal temperament. The extensive and illustrated annotations are fascinating in themselves, not
least for the references to the contemporary late-Victorian scene.
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From reader reviews:

Lonnie Bowers:

Do you have favorite book? Should you have, what is your favorite's book? Reserve is very important thing
for us to learn everything in the world. Each book has different aim or even goal; it means that guide has
different type. Some people feel enjoy to spend their a chance to read a book. They are really reading
whatever they consider because their hobby is definitely reading a book. What about the person who don't
like studying a book? Sometime, individual feel need book whenever they found difficult problem or maybe
exercise. Well, probably you will need this The Hair Trunk or the Ideal Commonwealth: An Extravaganza.

Vicky Moore:

Here thing why this specific The Hair Trunk or the Ideal Commonwealth: An Extravaganza are different and
dependable to be yours. First of all studying a book is good nonetheless it depends in the content of computer
which is the content is as scrumptious as food or not. The Hair Trunk or the Ideal Commonwealth: An
Extravaganza giving you information deeper as different ways, you can find any e-book out there but there is
no reserve that similar with The Hair Trunk or the Ideal Commonwealth: An Extravaganza. It gives you thrill
examining journey, its open up your own eyes about the thing in which happened in the world which is
maybe can be happened around you. You can actually bring everywhere like in park, café, or even in your
technique home by train. When you are having difficulties in bringing the branded book maybe the form of
The Hair Trunk or the Ideal Commonwealth: An Extravaganza in e-book can be your substitute.

Jack Michaud:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also be a life style. This reading practice give you lot of
advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge even the information inside the book in which
improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get based on what kind of book you read, if
you want drive more knowledge just go with schooling books but if you want truly feel happy read one along
with theme for entertaining including comic or novel. Often the The Hair Trunk or the Ideal Commonwealth:
An Extravaganza is kind of book which is giving the reader unstable experience.

Willie Grajeda:

Reading a book being new life style in this 12 months; every people loves to study a book. When you go
through a book you can get a lot of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your knowledge,
simply because book has a lot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on what kinds of
book that you have read. If you wish to get information about your examine, you can read education books,
but if you act like you want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, this sort of us novel, comics,
as well as soon. The The Hair Trunk or the Ideal Commonwealth: An Extravaganza provide you with a new
experience in examining a book.
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