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The Mathematics of Secrets takes readers on a fascinating tour of the mathematics behind cryptography—the
science of sending secret messages. Most books about cryptography are organized historically, or around
how codes and ciphers have been used, such as in government and military intelligence or bank transactions.
Joshua Holden instead shows how mathematical principles underpin the ways that different codes and
ciphers operate. Holden focuses on both code making and code breaking and he discusses the majority of
ancient and modern ciphers currently known.

Holden begins by looking at substitution ciphers, built by substituting one letter or block of letters for
another. Explaining one of the simplest and historically well-known ciphers, the Caesar cipher, Holden
establishes the key mathematical idea behind the cipher and discusses how to introduce flexibility and
additional notation. Holden goes on to explore polyalphabetic substitution ciphers, transposition ciphers,
including one developed by the Spartans, connections between ciphers and computer encryption, stream
ciphers, and ciphers involving exponentiation. He also examines public-key ciphers, where the methods used
to encrypt messages are public knowledge, and yet, intended recipients are still the only ones who are able to
read the message. He concludes with a look at the future of ciphers and where cryptography might be
headed. Only basic mathematics up to high school algebra is needed to understand and enjoy the book.

With a plethora of historical anecdotes and real-world examples, The Mathematics of Secrets reveals the
mathematics working stealthily in the science of coded messages.
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From reader reviews:

Shirley Glover:

The reserve with title The Mathematics of Secrets: Cryptography from Caesar Ciphers to Digital Encryption
has a lot of information that you can find out it. You can get a lot of benefit after read this book. This specific
book exist new understanding the information that exist in this reserve represented the condition of the world
right now. That is important to yo7u to find out how the improvement of the world. This particular book will
bring you throughout new era of the syndication. You can read the e-book on the smart phone, so you can
read this anywhere you want.

Brian Pena:

Do you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book store?
Try and pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't determine book by its protect may
doesn't work here is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not while fantastic as in
the outside seem likes. Maybe you answer may be The Mathematics of Secrets: Cryptography from Caesar
Ciphers to Digital Encryption why because the excellent cover that make you consider with regards to the
content will not disappoint anyone. The inside or content is actually fantastic as the outside or perhaps cover.
Your reading 6th sense will directly direct you to pick up this book.

Eunice Huynh:

In this era which is the greater individual or who has ability to do something more are more valuable than
other. Do you want to become one among it? It is just simple approach to have that. What you should do is
just spending your time very little but quite enough to enjoy a look at some books. On the list of books in the
top checklist in your reading list is actually The Mathematics of Secrets: Cryptography from Caesar Ciphers
to Digital Encryption. This book which is qualified as The Hungry Hills can get you closer in growing to be
precious person. By looking up and review this reserve you can get many advantages.

Harold Phillips:

That book can make you to feel relax. This specific book The Mathematics of Secrets: Cryptography from
Caesar Ciphers to Digital Encryption was colorful and of course has pictures on the website. As we know
that book The Mathematics of Secrets: Cryptography from Caesar Ciphers to Digital Encryption has many
kinds or type. Start from kids until youngsters. For example Naruto or Investigator Conan you can read and
believe that you are the character on there. Therefore , not at all of book tend to be make you bored, any it
makes you feel happy, fun and rest. Try to choose the best book to suit your needs and try to like reading
that.
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