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There is no part of our bodies that fully rotates—be it a wrist or ankle or arm in a shoulder socket, we are
made to twist only so far. And yet there is no more fundamental human invention than the wheel—a
rotational mechanism that accomplishes what our physical form cannot. Throughout history, humans have
developed technologies powered by human strength, complementing the physical abilities we have while
overcoming our weaknesses. Providing a unique history of the wheel and other rotational devices—like
cranks, cranes, carts, and capstans—Why the Wheel Is Round examines the contraptions and tricks we have
devised in order to more efficiently move—and move through—the physical world.

Steven Vogel combines his engineering expertise with his remarkable curiosity about how things work to
explore how wheels and other mechanisms were, until very recently, powered by the push and pull of the
muscles and skeletal systems of humans and other animals. Why the Wheel Is Round explores all manner of
treadwheels, hand-spikes, gears, and more, as well as how these technologies diversified into such things as
hand-held drills and hurdy-gurdies.  Surprisingly, a number of these devices can be built out of everyday
components and materials, and Vogel’s accessible and expansive book includes instructions and models so
that inspired readers can even attempt to make their own muscle-powered technologies, like trebuchets and
ballista.

Appealing to anyone fascinated by the history of mechanics and technology as well as to hobbyists with
home workshops, Why the Wheel Is Round offers a captivating exploration of our common technological
heritage based on the simple concept of rotation. From our leg muscles powering the gears of a bicycle to our
hands manipulating a mouse on a roller ball, it will be impossible to overlook the amazing feats of
innovation behind our daily devices.
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From reader reviews:

Peter Clark:

Throughout other case, little people like to read book Why the Wheel Is Round: Muscles, Technology, and
How We Make Things Move. You can choose the best book if you like reading a book. As long as we know
about how is important a book Why the Wheel Is Round: Muscles, Technology, and How We Make Things
Move. You can add knowledge and of course you can around the world by the book. Absolutely right,
because from book you can understand everything! From your country right up until foreign or abroad you
will end up known. About simple point until wonderful thing it is possible to know that. In this era, you can
open a book or searching by internet system. It is called e-book. You need to use it when you feel weary to
go to the library. Let's learn.

Melissa Gusman:

What do you ponder on book? It is just for students since they are still students or that for all people in the
world, what the best subject for that? Simply you can be answered for that concern above. Every person has
diverse personality and hobby for each other. Don't to be compelled someone or something that they don't
want do that. You must know how great and also important the book Why the Wheel Is Round: Muscles,
Technology, and How We Make Things Move. All type of book are you able to see on many resources. You
can look for the internet methods or other social media.

Shantel McCary:

A lot of people always spent their particular free time to vacation as well as go to the outside with them
family or their friend. Are you aware? Many a lot of people spent these people free time just watching TV, or
perhaps playing video games all day long. In order to try to find a new activity that is look different you can
read the book. It is really fun for you. If you enjoy the book you read you can spent the whole day to reading
a publication. The book Why the Wheel Is Round: Muscles, Technology, and How We Make Things Move it
is very good to read. There are a lot of individuals who recommended this book. These folks were enjoying
reading this book. If you did not have enough space to develop this book you can buy often the e-book. You
can m0ore very easily to read this book from a smart phone. The price is not to cover but this book possesses
high quality.

Cheryl Edgerly:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind
ability or thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book in
comparison with can satisfy your limited time to read it because this time you only find guide that need more
time to be go through. Why the Wheel Is Round: Muscles, Technology, and How We Make Things Move
can be your answer because it can be read by a person who have those short time problems.
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