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Before the French Revolution, tens of thousands of foreigners served in France’s army. They included troops
from not only all parts of Europe but also places as far away as Madagascar, West Africa, and New York
City. Beginning in 1789, the French revolutionaries, driven by a new political ideology that placed "the
nation" at the center of sovereignty, began aggressively purging the army of men they did not consider
French, even if those troops supported the new regime. Such efforts proved much more difficult than the
revolutionaries anticipated, however, owing to both their need for soldiers as France waged war against
much of the rest of Europe and the difficulty of defining nationality cleanly at the dawn of the modern era.
Napoleon later faced the same conundrums as he vacillated between policies favoring and rejecting
foreigners from his army. It was not until the Bourbon Restoration, when the modern French Foreign Legion
appeared, that the French state established an enduring policy on the place of foreigners within its armed
forces.

By telling the story of France’s noncitizen soldiers—who included men born abroad as well as Jews and
blacks whose citizenship rights were subject to contestation—Christopher Tozzi sheds new light on the roots
of revolutionary France’s inability to integrate its national community despite the inclusionary promise of
French republicanism. Drawing on a range of original, unpublished archival sources, Tozzi also highlights
the linguistic, religious, cultural, and racial differences that France’s experiments with noncitizen soldiers
introduced to eighteenth- and nineteenth-century French society.

Winner of the Walker Cowen Memorial Prize for an Outstanding Work of Scholarship in Eighteenth-
Century Studies
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From reader reviews:

Melanie Tuck:

Hey guys, do you desires to finds a new book to read? May be the book with the name Nationalizing
France's Army: Foreign, Black, and Jewish Troops in the French Military, 1715-1831 suitable to you?
Typically the book was written by popular writer in this era. The book untitled Nationalizing France's Army:
Foreign, Black, and Jewish Troops in the French Military, 1715-1831is a single of several books that
everyone read now. This specific book was inspired many people in the world. When you read this e-book
you will enter the new dimensions that you ever know previous to. The author explained their idea in the
simple way, so all of people can easily to recognise the core of this e-book. This book will give you a lot of
information about this world now. To help you to see the represented of the world in this particular book.

Judith Duncan:

Reading a reserve can be one of a lot of pastime that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading book
so. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a publication will give you a lot of new facts.
When you read a reserve you will get new information since book is one of various ways to share the
information as well as their idea. Second, reading through a book will make a person more imaginative.
When you reading through a book especially tale fantasy book the author will bring you to definitely imagine
the story how the people do it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to some others. When you read
this Nationalizing France's Army: Foreign, Black, and Jewish Troops in the French Military, 1715-1831, it is
possible to tells your family, friends and soon about yours book. Your knowledge can inspire average, make
them reading a guide.

Susan Chestnut:

Precisely why? Because this Nationalizing France's Army: Foreign, Black, and Jewish Troops in the French
Military, 1715-1831 is an unordinary book that the inside of the e-book waiting for you to snap it but latter it
will zap you with the secret it inside. Reading this book next to it was fantastic author who all write the book
in such amazing way makes the content inside easier to understand, entertaining means but still convey the
meaning thoroughly. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this nowadays or you going to
regret it. This unique book will give you a lot of benefits than the other book include such as help improving
your expertise and your critical thinking technique. So , still want to hold off having that book? If I were
being you I will go to the publication store hurriedly.

Eric Kinlaw:

Beside this Nationalizing France's Army: Foreign, Black, and Jewish Troops in the French Military, 1715-
1831 in your phone, it could possibly give you a way to get more close to the new knowledge or info. The
information and the knowledge you are going to got here is fresh from oven so don't become worry if you
feel like an old people live in narrow village. It is good thing to have Nationalizing France's Army: Foreign,



Black, and Jewish Troops in the French Military, 1715-1831 because this book offers to you personally
readable information. Do you often have book but you don't get what it's interesting features of. Oh come on,
that wil happen if you have this in the hand. The Enjoyable agreement here cannot be questionable, such as
treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still want to miss that? Find this book in addition to read it from
right now!
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