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A loyal partisan and highly principled public official whose career overlapped with those of many legends of
Illinois politics-including Mayor Richard J. Daley, Governor James Thompson, and Illinois House Speaker
Michael Madigan-Democrat Philip J. Rock served twenty-two years in the Illinois Senate. Fourteen of those
years were spent as senate president, the longest tenure anyone has served in that position. This nuanced
political biography, which draws on dozens of interviews conducted by Ed Wojcicki to present the longtime
senate president's story in his own words, is also a rare insider's perspective on Illinois politics in the last
three decades of the twentieth century.
A native of Chicago's West Side, Rock became one of the most influential politicians in Illinois during the
1970s and 1980s. As a senator in the 1970s and senate president from 1979 to 1993, he sponsored historic
legislation to assist abused and neglected children and victims of domestic violence, ushered the state
through difficult income tax increases and economic development decisions, shepherded an unruly and
fragmented Democratic senate caucus, and always was fair to his Republican counterparts. Covering in great
detail a critical period in Illinois political history for the first time, Rock explains how making life better for
others drove his decisions in office, while also espousing the seven principles he advocates for effective
leadership and providing context for how he applied those principles to the legislative battles of the era.
Unlike many Illinois politicians, Rock, a former seminarian, was known for having a greater interest in
issues than in partisan politics. Considered a true statesman, he also was known as a skilled orator who could
silence a busy floor of legislators with his commentary on important issues and as a devoted public servant
who handled tens of thousands of bills and sponsored nearly five hundred of them himself.
Nobody Calls Just to Say Hello, which takes its title from the volume of calls and visits to elected officials
from constituents in need of help, perfectly captures Rock's profound reverence for the institutions of
government, his respect for other government offices, and his reputation as a problem solver who, despite his
ardent Democratic beliefs, disavowed political self-preservation to cross party lines and make government
work for the people. Taking readers through his legislative successes, bipartisan efforts, and political
defeats-including a heartbreaking loss in the U.S. Senate primary to Paul Simon in 1984-Rock passionately
articulates his belief that government's primary role is to help people, offering an antidote to the current
political climate with the simple legislative advice, "Just try to be fair, give everyone a chance, and
everything else comes after that."
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From reader reviews:

Phyllis Kelly:

Do you certainly one of people who can't read satisfying if the sentence chained in the straightway, hold on
guys this aren't like that. This Nobody Calls Just to Say Hello: Reflections on Twenty-Two Years in the
Illinois Senate book is readable by you who hate those straight word style. You will find the data here are
arrange for enjoyable reading experience without leaving actually decrease the knowledge that want to
provide to you. The writer regarding Nobody Calls Just to Say Hello: Reflections on Twenty-Two Years in
the Illinois Senate content conveys the idea easily to understand by lots of people. The printed and e-book
are not different in the articles but it just different available as it. So , do you nevertheless thinking Nobody
Calls Just to Say Hello: Reflections on Twenty-Two Years in the Illinois Senate is not loveable to be your
top checklist reading book?

Herb Baker:

This Nobody Calls Just to Say Hello: Reflections on Twenty-Two Years in the Illinois Senate are reliable for
you who want to be considered a successful person, why. The key reason why of this Nobody Calls Just to
Say Hello: Reflections on Twenty-Two Years in the Illinois Senate can be one of the great books you must
have is usually giving you more than just simple examining food but feed you with information that maybe
will shock your before knowledge. This book is usually handy, you can bring it everywhere you go and
whenever your conditions both in e-book and printed ones. Beside that this Nobody Calls Just to Say Hello:
Reflections on Twenty-Two Years in the Illinois Senate giving you an enormous of experience such as rich
vocabulary, giving you test of critical thinking that we know it useful in your day activity. So , let's have it
and luxuriate in reading.

Diana Pearson:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to choose book like
comic, brief story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not striving Nobody Calls Just to Say Hello:
Reflections on Twenty-Two Years in the Illinois Senate that give your enjoyment preference will be satisfied
simply by reading this book. Reading habit all over the world can be said as the way for people to know
world far better then how they react in the direction of the world. It can't be claimed constantly that reading
habit only for the geeky particular person but for all of you who wants to end up being success person. So ,
for every you who want to start looking at as your good habit, it is possible to pick Nobody Calls Just to Say
Hello: Reflections on Twenty-Two Years in the Illinois Senate become your current starter.

Robert King:

Reading a reserve make you to get more knowledge from this. You can take knowledge and information
from your book. Book is written or printed or descriptive from each source that filled update of news. Within
this modern era like at this point, many ways to get information are available for a person. From media social



including newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, novel and comic. You can
add your understanding by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just searching
for the Nobody Calls Just to Say Hello: Reflections on Twenty-Two Years in the Illinois Senate when you
necessary it?
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