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At the site of the Vatican Pavilion at the old World's Fair grounds in Queens, New York, where the late
Veronica Lueken for years came to receive messages from the Blessed Virgin Mary, her followers still
gather with apocalyptic expectancy before a portable statue of the Virgin. They are convinced that virtually
the entire world, including the great majority of Catholics, will soon perish in a horrible chastisement, and
that they alone will be saved. In the theological underground of American Catholicism, mostly hidden from
public view, the followers of Veronica are just a few among the many who regard both the broader society
and the broader church as irredeemably corrupt. Now, Michael Cuneo's The Smoke of Satan brings these
groups vividly to life, shedding valuable light on the current state of Catholicism in North America--and,
more generally, on religion in our society.

Images on television and in the popular media have made the Christian right a household concept--but what
that usually means is the Protestant Christian right. Cuneo's insightful, provocative study highlights the
equally vigorous though less well-known Catholic counterpart. Ranging from the Marianists, such as the
followers of "Blessed Veronica" of Bayside, to picketers at abortion clinics across the United States and
Canada (militant lay Catholics who believe that "public witness" is a vocational enterprise of the highest
order, one which the vast majority of bishops, priests, and nuns are too lacking in faith and nerve to perform
themselves); from separatists who believe that even Rome itself has fallen and that true Catholics should
withdraw and form alternate communities, to Latin Mass advocates who believe the reforms of Vatican II are
the work of Satan himself; these American Catholics are united by a common conviction: in the space of just
three decades, the mainstream Catholic church in the United States and elsewhere has fallen into alarming
decline, and the task of preserving authentic Catholicism (and thus Christianity itself) from outright
extinction has fallen to small bands of the truly faithful. As Cuneo draws striking portraits of these faithful
few, he also provides some fascinating asides on contemporary issues, including an innovative analysis of
the ideological relationship of right-wing Catholic groups with the militia movement and a provocative
assessment of militant Catholic pro-life activism.

In 1972, speaking in the aftermath of Vatican II, Pope Paul VI said "the smoke of Satan has entered by some
crack into the temple of God." In this first full-scale account of Roman Catholic fundamentalism, Cuneo
details what these dissenters believe the "smoke of Satan" to be, and what they plan to do to halt its spread.
Cuneo's profiles of these right-wing groups and the various strategies they have adopted in attempting to
carry out this task makes for one of the most fascinating stories in contemporary American religion.
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From reader reviews:

Amber Orlowski:

The book The Smoke of Satan: Conservative and Traditionalist Dissent in Contemporary American
Catholicism make you feel enjoy for your spare time. You may use to make your capable far more increase.
Book can to be your best friend when you getting strain or having big problem using your subject. If you can
make looking at a book The Smoke of Satan: Conservative and Traditionalist Dissent in Contemporary
American Catholicism to get your habit, you can get considerably more advantages, like add your own
personal capable, increase your knowledge about several or all subjects. You may know everything if you
like wide open and read a book The Smoke of Satan: Conservative and Traditionalist Dissent in
Contemporary American Catholicism. Kinds of book are several. It means that, science e-book or
encyclopedia or others. So , how do you think about this e-book?

Michael Quintanar:

Information is provisions for people to get better life, information these days can get by anyone with
everywhere. The information can be a understanding or any news even a huge concern. What people must be
consider any time those information which is in the former life are difficult to be find than now's taking
seriously which one would work to believe or which one typically the resource are convinced. If you obtain
the unstable resource then you understand it as your main information there will be huge disadvantage for
you. All of those possibilities will not happen with you if you take The Smoke of Satan: Conservative and
Traditionalist Dissent in Contemporary American Catholicism as the daily resource information.

Jennifer Stanley:

In this age globalization it is important to someone to acquire information. The information will make
someone to understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information
quicker to share. You can find a lot of referrals to get information example: internet, newspaper, book, and
soon. You can observe that now, a lot of publisher which print many kinds of book. The particular book that
recommended for your requirements is The Smoke of Satan: Conservative and Traditionalist Dissent in
Contemporary American Catholicism this reserve consist a lot of the information of the condition of this
world now. This specific book was represented so why is the world has grown up. The terminology styles
that writer use for explain it is easy to understand. The particular writer made some research when he makes
this book. That's why this book ideal all of you.

Joseph Myrick:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got scholars? We believe that that query
was given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby. So you
know that little person including reading or as studying become their hobby. You need to understand that
reading is very important in addition to book as to be the thing. Book is important thing to incorporate you



knowledge, except your own personal teacher or lecturer. You find good news or update about something by
book. Amount types of books that can you decide to try be your object. One of them is The Smoke of Satan:
Conservative and Traditionalist Dissent in Contemporary American Catholicism.
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