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Focusing on late nineteenth- and twentieth-century stories of detection, policing, and espionage by British
and South Asian writers, Yumna Siddiqi presents an original and compelling exploration of the cultural
anxieties created by imperialism. She suggests that while colonial writers use narratives of intrigue to
endorse imperial rule, postcolonial writers turn the generic conventions and topography of the fiction of
intrigue on its head, launching a critique of imperial power that makes the repressive and emancipatory
impulses of postcolonial modernity visible.

Siddiqi devotes the first part of her book to the colonial fiction of Arthur Conan Doyle and John Buchan, in
which the British regime's preoccupation with maintaining power found its voice. The rationalization of
difference, pronouncedly expressed through the genre's strategies of representation and narrative resolution,
helped to reinforce domination and, in some cases, allay fears concerning the loss of colonial power.

In the second part, Siddiqi argues that late twentieth-century South Asian writers also underscore the state's
insecurities, but unlike British imperial writers, they take a critical view of the state's authoritarian
tendencies. Such writers as Amitav Ghosh, Michael Ondaatje, Arundhati Roy, and Salman Rushdie use the
conventions of detective and spy fiction in creative ways to explore the coercive actions of the postcolonial
state and the power dynamics of a postcolonial New Empire.

Drawing on the work of leading theorists of imperialism such as Edward Said, Frantz Fanon, and the
Subaltern Studies historians, Siddiqi reveals how British writers express the anxious workings of a will to
maintain imperial power in their writing. She also illuminates the ways South Asian writers portray the
paradoxes of postcolonial modernity and trace the ruses and uses of reason in a world where the modern
marks a horizon not only of hope but also of economic, military, and ecological disaster.
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From reader reviews:

Joseph Ortiz:

Now a day those who Living in the era just where everything reachable by interact with the internet and the
resources inside can be true or not need people to be aware of each information they get. How a lot more to
be smart in getting any information nowadays? Of course the solution is reading a book. Reading a book can
help individuals out of this uncertainty Information specially this Anxieties of Empire and the Fiction of
Intrigue book since this book offers you rich info and knowledge. Of course the information in this book
hundred pct guarantees there is no doubt in it everbody knows.

Susan Spiegel:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their free time with their family, or their
particular friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, gonna beach, or picnic in the park.
They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to something different to fill your
own free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book can be option to fill your totally free time/ holiday. The
first thing that you ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read. If you want to try out look for
book, may be the book untitled Anxieties of Empire and the Fiction of Intrigue can be fine book to read. May
be it may be best activity to you.

Bernard Davisson:

This Anxieties of Empire and the Fiction of Intrigue is great book for you because the content which can be
full of information for you who else always deal with world and still have to make decision every minute.
This particular book reveal it information accurately using great coordinate word or we can say no rambling
sentences inside. So if you are read the idea hurriedly you can have whole data in it. Doesn't mean it only
offers you straight forward sentences but difficult core information with splendid delivering sentences.
Having Anxieties of Empire and the Fiction of Intrigue in your hand like obtaining the world in your arm,
facts in it is not ridiculous one. We can say that no book that offer you world inside ten or fifteen small right
but this book already do that. So , this is certainly good reading book. Hey there Mr. and Mrs. hectic do you
still doubt which?

Hoyt Moore:

What is your hobby? Have you heard in which question when you got scholars? We believe that that
question was given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everyone has different hobby.
Therefore you know that little person similar to reading or as reading become their hobby. You need to
understand that reading is very important along with book as to be the thing. Book is important thing to
include you knowledge, except your personal teacher or lecturer. You discover good news or update in
relation to something by book. Many kinds of books that can you decide to try be your object. One of them
are these claims Anxieties of Empire and the Fiction of Intrigue.
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