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Few statesmen in history have inspired the imagination of generations of Germans more than the founder of
the Kaiserreich, Otto von Bismarck. The archetype of charismatic leadership, the Iron Chancellor maintained
his pre-eminent position in the pantheon of Germany's political iconography for much of the twentieth
century. Based on alarge selection of primary sources, this book provides an insightful analysis of the
Bismarck myth's profound impact on Germany's political culture. In particular, it investigates the waysin
which that myth was used to undermine parliamentary democracy in Germany after the Great War, paving
the way for its replacement by authoritarian rule under an allegedly 'Bismarckian' charismatic leader, Adolf
Hitler. As one of the most powerful weapons of nationalist agitation against the Weimar Republic, the
Bismarck myth was never contested. The nationalists' ideologically charged interpretation of Bismarck as the
father of the German nation-state and model for future political decision-making clashed with rivalling - and
thoroughly critical - democratic and communist perceptions of the Iron Chancellor.

The quarrel over Bismarck's legacy demonstrates how the clash of ideologies, particularly between 1918 and
1933, resulted in ahighly political fight for the 'correct’ and universal interpretation of the German past.
Essential reading for anyone interested in modern German history, this book sheds new light on the Weimar
Republic's struggle for survival and the reasons for itsfailure.
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From reader reviews:
Julian Loredo:

This book untitled The Bismarck Myth: Weimar Germany and the Legacy of the Iron Chancellor (Oxford
Historical Monographs) to be one of several books that best seller in this year, here is because when you read
this book you can get alot of benefit intoit. You will easily to buy that book in the book retail outlet or you
can order it viaonline. The publisher with this book sells the e-book too. It makes you quicker to read this
book, because you can read this book in your Touch screen phone. So there is no reason to you to past this
guide from your list.

L oretta Claybrooks:

Reading a e-book can be one of alot of task that everyone in the world loves. Do you like reading book thus.
There are alot of reasons why people love it. First reading a book will give you alot of new data. When you
read a publication you will get new information due to the fact book is one of various ways to share the
information or perhaps their idea. Second, examining a book will make an individual more imaginative.
When you studying a book especially fictional works book the author will bring one to imagine the story
how the people do it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to other individuals. When you read this
The Bismarck Myth: Weimar Germany and the Legacy of the Iron Chancellor (Oxford Historical
Monographs), you could tells your family, friends as well as soon about yours guide. Y our knowledge can
inspire the others, make them reading a publication.

Bruce Crawford:

The book untitled The Bismarck Myth: Weimar Germany and the Legacy of the Iron Chancellor (Oxford
Historical Monographs) is the e-book that recommended to you you just read. Y ou can see the quality of the
e-book content that will be shown to you actually. The language that publisher use to explained their way of
doing something is easily to understand. The copy writer was did alot of exploration when write the book,
and so the information that they share for you is absolutely accurate. Y ou also could possibly get the e-book
of The Bismarck Myth: Weimar Germany and the Legacy of the Iron Chancellor (Oxford Historical
Monographs) from the publisher to make you much more enjoy freetime.

Anne Corchado:

Isit anyone who having spare time then spend it whole day simply by watching television programs or just
lying down on the bed? Do you need something new? This The Bismarck Myth: Weimar Germany and the
Legacy of the Iron Chancellor (Oxford Historical Monographs) can be the answer, oh how comes? It'sa
book you know. Y ou are consequently out of date, spending your time by reading in this brand new erais
common not a nerd activity. So what these guides have than the others?
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