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Once considered a mere caretaker for collections, the curator is now widely viewed as a globally connected
auteur. Over the last twenty-five years, as international group exhibitions and biennials have become the
dominant mode of presenting contemporary art to the public, curatorship has begun to be perceived as a
constellation of creative activities not unlike artistic praxis. The curator has gone from being a behind-the-
scenes organizer and selector to a visible, centrally important cultural producer. In The Culture of Curating
and the Curating of Culture(s), Paul O'Neill examines the emergence of independent curatorship and the
discourse that helped to establish it.

O'Neill describes how, by the 1980s, curated group exhibitions -- large-scale, temporary projects with
artworks cast as illustrative fragments -- came to be understood as the creative work of curator-auteurs. The
proliferation of new biennials and other large international exhibitions in the 1990s created a cohort of high-
profile, globally mobile curators, moving from Venice to Paris to Kassel. In the 1990s, curatorial and artistic
practice converged, blurring the distinction between artist and curator.

O'Neill argues that this change in the understanding of curatorship was shaped by a curator-centered
discourse that effectively advocated -- and authorized -- the new independent curatorial practice. Drawing on
the extensive curatorial literature and his own interviews with leading curators, critics, art historians, and
artists, O'Neill traces the development of the curator-as-artist model and the ways it has been contested. The
Culture of Curating and the Curating of Culture(s) documents the many ways in which our perception of art
has been transformed by curating and the discourses surrounding it.
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From reader reviews:

Ernestine Worrell:

The ability that you get from The Culture of Curating and the Curating of Culture(s) (MIT Press) may be the
more deep you searching the information that hide in the words the more you get considering reading it. It
does not mean that this book is hard to be aware of but The Culture of Curating and the Curating of
Culture(s) (MIT Press) giving you buzz feeling of reading. The writer conveys their point in particular way
that can be understood by simply anyone who read the item because the author of this reserve is well-known
enough. This specific book also makes your vocabulary increase well. So it is easy to understand then can go
along, both in printed or e-book style are available. We suggest you for having this The Culture of Curating
and the Curating of Culture(s) (MIT Press) instantly.

Roland Hall:

Spent a free time for you to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their free time with their
family, or all their friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, about to beach, or
picnic within the park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Will you something
different to fill your own personal free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book is usually option to
fill your no cost time/ holiday. The first thing that you will ask may be what kinds of e-book that you should
read. If you want to attempt look for book, may be the reserve untitled The Culture of Curating and the
Curating of Culture(s) (MIT Press) can be fine book to read. May be it may be best activity to you.

Cynthia Caron:

The Culture of Curating and the Curating of Culture(s) (MIT Press) can be one of your starter books that are
good idea. We all recommend that straight away because this book has good vocabulary that can increase
your knowledge in terminology, easy to understand, bit entertaining however delivering the information. The
article writer giving his/her effort to get every word into joy arrangement in writing The Culture of Curating
and the Curating of Culture(s) (MIT Press) although doesn't forget the main stage, giving the reader the
hottest as well as based confirm resource information that maybe you can be considered one of it. This great
information can easily drawn you into brand new stage of crucial thinking.

Earl Quintana:

Are you kind of active person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your mind expertise
or thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book compared to can
satisfy your small amount of time to read it because all of this time you only find publication that need more
time to be study. The Culture of Curating and the Curating of Culture(s) (MIT Press) can be your answer
since it can be read by an individual who have those short extra time problems.
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