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Staking out new territory in the history of art, this book presents a compelling argument for a lost link
between the panel-painting tradition of Greek antiquity and Christian paintings of Byzantium and the
Renaissance. While art historians place the origin of icons in the seventh century, Thomas F. Mathews finds
strong evidence as early as the second century in the texts of Irenaeus and the Acts of John that describe
private Christian worship. In closely studying an obscure set of sixty neglected panel paintings from Egypt in
Roman times, the author explains how these paintings of the Egyptian gods offer the missing link in the long
history of religious painting. Christian panel paintings and icons are for the first time placed in a continuum
with the pagan paintings that preceded them, sharing elements of iconography, technology, and religious
usages as votive offerings.
 
Exciting discoveries punctuate the narrative: the technology of the triptych, enormously popular in Europe,
traced by the authors to the construction of Egyptian portable shrines, such as the Isis and Serapis of the J.
Paul Getty Museum; the discovery that the egg tempera painting medium, usually credited to Renaissance
artist Cimabue, has been identified in Egyptian panels a millennium earlier; and the reconstruction of a ring
of icons on the chancel of Saint Sophia in Istanbul.
 
This book will be a vital addition to the fields of Egyptian, Graeco-Roman, and late-antique art history and,
more generally, to the history of painting.
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From reader reviews:

Rose Warfield:

What do you with regards to book? It is not important together with you? Or just adding material when you
need something to explain what yours problem? How about your time? Or are you busy man? If you don't
have spare time to accomplish others business, it is give you a sense of feeling bored faster. And you have
extra time? What did you do? All people has many questions above. They should answer that question since
just their can do that. It said that about book. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is proper. Because start
from on guardería until university need this kind of The Dawn of Christian Art in Panel Paintings and Icons
to read.

Jake Harris:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in every single way. By being competitive today, people
have do something to make all of them survives, being in the middle of often the crowded place and notice
by simply surrounding. One thing that occasionally many people have underestimated the idea for a while is
reading. Yep, by reading a reserve your ability to survive raise then having chance to endure than other is
high. For you personally who want to start reading any book, we give you that The Dawn of Christian Art in
Panel Paintings and Icons book as beginner and daily reading guide. Why, because this book is more than
just a book.

Steven Ellison:

Spent a free the perfect time to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their down time with their
family, or their friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, likely to beach, or
picnic in the park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Will you something different
to fill your personal free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book may be option to fill your no cost time/
holiday. The first thing you ask may be what kinds of e-book that you should read. If you want to test look
for book, may be the book untitled The Dawn of Christian Art in Panel Paintings and Icons can be fine book
to read. May be it might be best activity to you.

Veronica Gregor:

Some individuals said that they feel fed up when they reading a book. They are directly felt it when they get
a half areas of the book. You can choose the particular book The Dawn of Christian Art in Panel Paintings
and Icons to make your own reading is interesting. Your skill of reading talent is developing when you like
reading. Try to choose easy book to make you enjoy to read it and mingle the sensation about book and
reading through especially. It is to be 1st opinion for you to like to open up a book and learn it. Beside that
the reserve The Dawn of Christian Art in Panel Paintings and Icons can to be your new friend when you're
sense alone and confuse with the information must you're doing of these time.
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