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What is art? The arts establishment has a simple answer: anything is art if a reputed artist or expert says it is.
Though many people are skeptical about the alleged new art forms that have proliferated since the early
twentieth century, today's critics claim that all such work, however incomprehensible, is art.

A groundbreaking alternative to this view is provided by philosopher-novelist Ayn Rand (1901–1982). Best
known as the author of The Fountainhead and Atlas Shrugged, Rand also created an original and
illuminating theory of art, which confirms the widespread view that much of today's purported art is not
really art at all. In What Art Is, Torres and Kamhi present a lucid introduction to Rand's esthetic theory,
contrasting her ideas with those of other thinkers. They conclude that, in its basic principles, her account is
compelling, and is corroborated by evidence from anthropology, neurology, cognitive science, and
psychology.

The authors apply Rand's theory to a debunking of the work of prominent modernists and
postmodernists—from Mondrian, Jackson Pollock, and Samuel Beckett to John Cage, Merce Cunningham,
and other highly regarded postmodernist figures. Finally, they explore the implications of Rand's ideas for
the issues of government and corporate support of the arts, art law, and art education.

"This is one of the most interesting, provocative, and well-written books on aesthetics that I know. While
fully accessible to the general reader, What Art Is should be of great interest to specialists as well. Ayn
Rand's largely unknown writings on art—especially as interpreted, released from dogma, and smoothed out
by Torres and Kamhi—are remarkably refined. Moreover, her ideas are positively therapeutic after a century
of artistic floundering and aesthetic quibbling. Anyone interested in aesthetics, in the purpose of art, or in the
troubling issues posed by modernism and post modernism should read this book."
—Randall R. Dipert
Author of Artifacts, Art Works, and Agency

"Torres and Kamhi effectively situate Rand's long-neglected esthetic theory in the wider history of ideas.
They not only illuminate her significant contribution to an understanding of the nature of art; they also apply
her ideas to a trenchant critique of the twentieth century's 'advanced art.' Their exposure of the invalidity of
abstract art is itself worth the price of admission."
—Chris Matthew Sciabarra
Author of Ayn Rand: The Russian Radical

"Rand's aesthetic theory merits careful study and thoughtful criticism, which Torres and Kamhi provide.
Their scholarship is sound, their presentation is clear, and their judgment is refreshingly free from the biases
that Rand's supporters and detractors alike tend to bring to considerations of her work."
—Stephen Cox
University of California, San Diego
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From reader reviews:

Lewis Lin:

Book is written, printed, or highlighted for everything. You can know everything you want by a publication.
Book has a different type. As it is known to us that book is important thing to bring us around the world.
Adjacent to that you can your reading ability was fluently. A book What Art Is: The Esthetic Theory of Ayn
Rand will make you to be smarter. You can feel a lot more confidence if you can know about everything. But
some of you think which open or reading a book make you bored. It isn't make you fun. Why they can be
thought like that? Have you looking for best book or suitable book with you?

Sandy Gonsalves:

Playing with family within a park, coming to see the sea world or hanging out with friends is thing that
usually you may have done when you have spare time, after that why you don't try matter that really opposite
from that. One particular activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you already been ride on and with addition associated with. Even you love What Art Is: The Esthetic
Theory of Ayn Rand, you could enjoy both. It is excellent combination right, you still want to miss it? What
kind of hang-out type is it? Oh come on its mind hangout folks. What? Still don't buy it, oh come on its
referred to as reading friends.

Stephanie Bush:

Is it anyone who having spare time in that case spend it whole day through watching television programs or
just resting on the bed? Do you need something new? This What Art Is: The Esthetic Theory of Ayn Rand
can be the answer, oh how comes? A book you know. You are so out of date, spending your time by reading
in this fresh era is common not a nerd activity. So what these textbooks have than the others?

Bryon Diaz:

Some people said that they feel fed up when they reading a e-book. They are directly felt that when they get
a half parts of the book. You can choose the particular book What Art Is: The Esthetic Theory of Ayn Rand
to make your reading is interesting. Your skill of reading skill is developing when you like reading. Try to
choose straightforward book to make you enjoy to learn it and mingle the impression about book and
studying especially. It is to be first opinion for you to like to start a book and read it. Beside that the reserve
What Art Is: The Esthetic Theory of Ayn Rand can to be your brand new friend when you're experience
alone and confuse in what must you're doing of their time.
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