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Who were the black cowboys? They were drovers, foremen, fiddlers, cowpunchers, cattle rustlers, cooks,
and singers. They worked as wranglers, riders, ropers, bulldoggers, and bronc busters. They came from
varied backgrounds—some grew up in slavery, while free blacks often got their start in Texas and Mexico.
Most who joined the long trail drives were men, but black women also rode and worked on western ranches
and farms.

The first overview of the subject in more than fifty years, Black Cowboys in the American West surveys the
life and work of these cattle drivers from the years before the Civil War through the turn of the twentieth
century. Including both classic, previously published articles and exciting new research, this collection also
features select accounts of twentieth-century rodeos, music, people, and films. Arranged in three
sections—“Cowboys on the Range,” “Performing Cowboys,” and “Outriders of the Black Cowboys”—the
thirteen chapters illuminate the great diversity of the black cowboy experience.

Like all ranch hands and riders, African American cowboys lived hard, dangerous lives. But black drovers
were expected to do the roughest, most dangerous work—and to do it without complaint. They faced
discrimination out west, albeit less than in the South, which many had left in search of autonomy and
freedom. As cowboys, they could escape the brutal violence visited on African Americans in many southern
communities and northern cities.

Black cowhands remain an integral part of life in the West, the descendants of African Americans who
ventured west and helped settle and establish black communities. This long-overdue examination of
nineteenth- and twentieth-century black cowboys ensures that they, and their many stories and experiences,
will continue to be known and told.
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From reader reviews:

Robert Prather:

The book Black Cowboys in the American West: On the Range, on the Stage, behind the Badge make one
feel enjoy for your spare time. You can utilize to make your capable considerably more increase. Book can
to be your best friend when you getting anxiety or having big problem together with your subject. If you can
make studying a book Black Cowboys in the American West: On the Range, on the Stage, behind the Badge
to be your habit, you can get far more advantages, like add your current capable, increase your knowledge
about some or all subjects. You could know everything if you like open up and read a reserve Black
Cowboys in the American West: On the Range, on the Stage, behind the Badge. Kinds of book are several. It
means that, science reserve or encyclopedia or other individuals. So , how do you think about this book?

Reinaldo Downs:

In this 21st centuries, people become competitive in every single way. By being competitive currently,
people have do something to make them survives, being in the middle of often the crowded place and notice
by surrounding. One thing that occasionally many people have underestimated the idea for a while is
reading. Yes, by reading a e-book your ability to survive enhance then having chance to stand than other is
high. For you personally who want to start reading a new book, we give you that Black Cowboys in the
American West: On the Range, on the Stage, behind the Badge book as beginner and daily reading guide.
Why, because this book is more than just a book.

Fred Howell:

The particular book Black Cowboys in the American West: On the Range, on the Stage, behind the Badge
has a lot of information on it. So when you make sure to read this book you can get a lot of profit. The book
was written by the very famous author. Mcdougal makes some research previous to write this book. That
book very easy to read you can find the point easily after perusing this book.

Elda Ornelas:

Playing with family in the park, coming to see the water world or hanging out with good friends is thing that
usually you have done when you have spare time, after that why you don't try point that really opposite from
that. 1 activity that make you not experience tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you have
been ride on and with addition associated with. Even you love Black Cowboys in the American West: On the
Range, on the Stage, behind the Badge, you could enjoy both. It is great combination right, you still desire to
miss it? What kind of hang-out type is it? Oh can happen its mind hangout folks. What? Still don't get it, oh
come on its named reading friends.
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