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The materials that decorate our homes and protect us from cold, light, and prying eyes reveal as well as
conceal. Drapery and curtain designs tell the story of great shifts in home and work life that accompanied
innovations in textile manufacturing technology and the fashion industry over the course of the nineteenth
century.

Capricious Fancy chronicles the changes in fashionable curtain and drapery styles in the United States and
Europe during the Industrial Revolution. This unique compilation contains hundreds of illustrations, most in
full color, reproduced from more than one hundred rare pattern books, workroom manuals, trade catalogues,
and examples of design literature selected from the collections of The Athenæum of Philadelphia, including
the Samuel J. Dornsife Collection of The Victorian Society in America. Each design is annotated with a
description of its source and significance. Gail Caskey Winkler's research confirms the mastery of French
upholsterers in the art of draping windows, bedsteads, and doorways. The book follows the transmission of
high styles from Paris to London to North America before the middle of the nineteenth century and the
development of the retail home fashion business, including the mail-order trade. Even as wealth spread,
disparity continued between the upper and middle classes in adopting the newest fashions. Meanwhile, the
audience for interior fashion publications switched from male building professionals and artisans to female
homemakers.

With 325 images and historical commentary from a leading educator and historic preservation practitioner,
Capricious Fancy is a source of authentic inspiration for preservation professionals, interior designers, set
designers, museum curators, and anyone with a passion for period décor.
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From reader reviews:

Robin Curtin:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? Sure, you
can choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent their particular spare time
to take a stroll, shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open or perhaps read a book eligible Capricious
Fancy: Draping and Curtaining the Historic Interior, 1800-1930? Maybe it is to be best activity for you. You
already know beside you can spend your time with the favorite's book, you can wiser than before. Do you
agree with the opinion or you have different opinion?

Teresa Propst:

Precisely why? Because this Capricious Fancy: Draping and Curtaining the Historic Interior, 1800-1930 is an
unordinary book that the inside of the publication waiting for you to snap it but latter it will zap you with the
secret that inside. Reading this book alongside it was fantastic author who also write the book in such
wonderful way makes the content within easier to understand, entertaining technique but still convey the
meaning fully. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this any more or you going to regret it. This
unique book will give you a lot of positive aspects than the other book possess such as help improving your
proficiency and your critical thinking approach. So , still want to hold up having that book? If I had been you
I will go to the e-book store hurriedly.

Pamela Prince:

In this era globalization it is important to someone to get information. The information will make anyone to
understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information quicker to share. You
can find a lot of sources to get information example: internet, classifieds, book, and soon. You will see that
now, a lot of publisher that print many kinds of book. The book that recommended to you is Capricious
Fancy: Draping and Curtaining the Historic Interior, 1800-1930 this e-book consist a lot of the information
on the condition of this world now. This particular book was represented how can the world has grown up.
The dialect styles that writer use for explain it is easy to understand. The particular writer made some study
when he makes this book. That's why this book appropriate all of you.

Tanya Wilson:

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge from the jawhorse. You can take knowledge and
information originating from a book. Book is created or printed or created from each source that will filled
update of news. With this modern era like now, many ways to get information are available for an individual.
From media social such as newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, story and
comic. You can add your understanding by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to spread out your
book? Or just in search of the Capricious Fancy: Draping and Curtaining the Historic Interior, 1800-1930
when you needed it?
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