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This will be the first monograph-length analysis of Husain's paintings●

Husain's Raj Series featured playful vignettes of the Raj that introduced the British Empire in India to a●

new generation of viewers
Husain's signature modernist style is modulated to accommodate this playful engagement with his colonial●

past

This monograph forefronts the ludic quality in the work of Maqbool Fida Husain, postcolonial India's most
iconic modernist and also arguably its most playful. His Images of the Raj or the Raj Series comprise
paintings densely packed with bodies and objects, English and native, men and women (and some animals
too), who are brought together in visual action in a manner that is enormously revealing of the contradictions
of British rule in India, even as they expose the ironies of postcolonial India's tryst with its destiny.

Husain painted this series at a critical juncture in India s post-colonial history in the mid- 1980s, when the
Nehruvian socialist state was beginning to unravel and one of his own key patrons, Indira Gandhi, violently
assassinated. Many of the promises of secularism, proudly declared at the time of Independence, were under
threat.

It was against this background that Husain turned for inspiration to his childhood and youth, which he had
spent in various princely states, such as Indore and Baroda, in the waning days of British colonial rule that
were also witness to the rising tide of Indian nationalism.

Sumathi Ramaswamy is Professor of History and International Comparative Studies, Duke University,
Durham, North Carolina. Some of her areas of academic interest include South Asian anthropology, colonial
and modern history; Tamil studies; gender studies and history of cartography.
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From reader reviews:

Bobby Kile:

Book is to be different for every grade. Book for children till adult are different content. To be sure that book
is very important for all of us. The book Husain's Raj: Visions of Empire and Nation had been making you to
know about other expertise and of course you can take more information. It is extremely advantages for you.
The reserve Husain's Raj: Visions of Empire and Nation is not only giving you much more new information
but also to be your friend when you really feel bored. You can spend your personal spend time to read your
guide. Try to make relationship with the book Husain's Raj: Visions of Empire and Nation. You never feel
lose out for everything should you read some books.

Marisa Reber:

Is it you who having spare time in that case spend it whole day simply by watching television programs or
just telling lies on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Husain's Raj: Visions of Empire and
Nation can be the response, oh how comes? The new book you know. You are thus out of date, spending
your extra time by reading in this brand new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these publications
have than the others?

Breanne Gardner:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your selected book? Or your book seemed to be
rare? Why so many query for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy to get reading. Some people likes
examining, not only science book but in addition novel and Husain's Raj: Visions of Empire and Nation or
maybe others sources were given information for you. After you know how the truly amazing a book, you
feel wish to read more and more. Science reserve was created for teacher as well as students especially.
Those ebooks are helping them to increase their knowledge. In various other case, beside science book, any
other book likes Husain's Raj: Visions of Empire and Nation to make your spare time much more colorful.
Many types of book like this one.

Roberta Haile:

Book is one of source of information. We can add our know-how from it. Not only for students but native or
citizen require book to know the up-date information of year to year. As we know those books have many
advantages. Beside many of us add our knowledge, may also bring us to around the world. Through the book
Husain's Raj: Visions of Empire and Nation we can have more advantage. Don't that you be creative people?
To become creative person must choose to read a book. Just simply choose the best book that appropriate
with your aim. Don't be doubt to change your life at this book Husain's Raj: Visions of Empire and Nation.
You can more appealing than now.
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