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Does biology condemn the human species to violence and war? Previous studies of animal behavior incline
us to answer yes, but the message of this book is considerably more optimistic. Without denying our heritage
of aggressive behavior, Frans de Waal describes powerful checks and balances in the makeup of our closest
animal relatives, and in so doing he shows that to humans making peace is as natural as making war.

In this meticulously researched and absorbing account, we learn in detail how different types of simians cope
with aggression, and how they make peace after fights. Chimpanzees, for instance, reconcile with a hug and
a kiss, whereas rhesus monkeys groom the fur of former adversaries. By objectively examining the dynamics
of primate social interactions, de Waal makes a convincing case that confrontation should not be viewed as a
barrier to sociality but rather as an unavoidable element upon which social relationships can be built and
strengthened through reconciliation.

The author examines five different species--chimpanzees, rhesus monkeys, stump-tailed monkeys, bonobos,
and humans--and relates anecdotes, culled from exhaustive observations, that convey the intricacies and
refinements of simian behavior. Each species utilizes its own unique peacemaking strategies. The bonobo,
for example, is little known to science, and even less to the general public, but this rare ape maintains peace
by means of sexual behavior divorced from reproductive functions; sex occurs in all possible combinations
and positions whenever social tensions need to be resolved. "Make love, not war" could be the bonobo
slogan.

De Waal's demonstration of reconciliation in both monkeys and apes strongly supports his thesis that
forgiveness and peacemaking are widespread among nonhuman primates--an aspect of primate societies that
should stimulate much needed work on human conflict resolution.
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From reader reviews:

Ruth Mahan:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important work, like
looking for your favorite e-book and reading a book. Beside you can solve your short lived problem; you can
add your knowledge by the e-book entitled Peacemaking among Primates. Try to make book Peacemaking
among Primates as your friend. It means that it can to be your friend when you sense alone and beside that
course make you smarter than previously. Yeah, it is very fortuned to suit your needs. The book makes you
more confidence because you can know every thing by the book. So , let's make new experience in addition
to knowledge with this book.

Cheryl Steele:

The book Peacemaking among Primates can give more knowledge and information about everything you
want. Why must we leave the good thing like a book Peacemaking among Primates? A few of you have a
different opinion about reserve. But one aim that will book can give many info for us. It is absolutely
appropriate. Right now, try to closer together with your book. Knowledge or information that you take for
that, you can give for each other; you are able to share all of these. Book Peacemaking among Primates has
simple shape but you know: it has great and large function for you. You can seem the enormous world by
wide open and read a guide. So it is very wonderful.

Luis Morales:

You can spend your free time to see this book this guide. This Peacemaking among Primates is simple to
create you can read it in the recreation area, in the beach, train and also soon. If you did not get much space
to bring the particular printed book, you can buy the actual e-book. It is make you better to read it. You can
save the particular book in your smart phone. Consequently there are a lot of benefits that you will get when
one buys this book.

Candace Hernandez:

That reserve can make you to feel relax. This particular book Peacemaking among Primates was colorful and
of course has pictures on there. As we know that book Peacemaking among Primates has many kinds or type.
Start from kids until young adults. For example Naruto or Detective Conan you can read and think that you
are the character on there. Therefore not at all of book are make you bored, any it makes you feel happy, fun
and rest. Try to choose the best book for you and try to like reading that will.
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