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This volume in the Clarendon Edition of the Works of Thomas Hobbes contains A dialogue between a
philosopher and a student, of the common laws of England, edited by Alan Cromartie, supplemented by the
important fragment on the issue of regal succession, "Questions relative to Hereditary Right", discovered and
edited by Quentin Skinner.

The former work is the last of Hobbes's major political writings. As a critique of common law by a great
philosopher, it should be essential reading for anybody interested in English political thought or legal theory.
Although it was written when Hobbes was at least eighty, it is a lively piece of work that goes beyond a
recapitulation of earlier Hobbesian doctrines, not least in applying his central ideas to the details of the
English constitution. This edition supplies the extensive annotation on matters of legal and historical detail
that is required by non-specialist readers; it also assists students by offering cross-references to other
treatises. Cromartie's introduction is an authoritative account of seventeenth-century thinking about the
common law and of Hobbes's shifting attitudes towards it. It has often been suspected that the book was
motivated by fear of being burned for heresy. Cromartie disentangles the complex evidence (scattered across
a number of late works) that documents this fear's development, and shows why the philosopher's acute
anxieties eventually led him to write a legal treatise. In clarifying these questions, the edition casts fresh light
upon his attitude to law and sovereignty.
The second piece takes the form of a question put to Hobbes about the right of succession under hereditary
monarchies, together with Hobbes's response. The question is in the handwriting of the fourth Earl of
Devonshire, the son of the third Earl, whom Hobbes had tutored in the 1630s. He asks Hobbes whether an
heir can be excluded if he is incapable of protecting his prospective subjects. The question of "exclusion"
became the most burning issue in English politics in the course of 1679, when a bill to exclude the future
James II was introduced into the House of Commons. Hobbes answers with a robust defence of hereditary
right, in the course of which he also makes some important general observations about the concept of a right.
The manuscript is also of special interest as it constitutes Hobbes's last word on politics. It was almost
certainly written in the summer of 1679, less than six months before Hobbes's death.
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From reader reviews:

James Senters:

Here thing why this specific Thomas Hobbes: Writings on Common Law & Hereditary Right (Clarendon
Edition of the Works of Thomas Hobbes) are different and reliable to be yours. First of all reading a book is
good however it depends in the content from it which is the content is as delightful as food or not. Thomas
Hobbes: Writings on Common Law & Hereditary Right (Clarendon Edition of the Works of Thomas
Hobbes) giving you information deeper and in different ways, you can find any e-book out there but there is
no reserve that similar with Thomas Hobbes: Writings on Common Law & Hereditary Right (Clarendon
Edition of the Works of Thomas Hobbes). It gives you thrill looking at journey, its open up your own eyes
about the thing in which happened in the world which is might be can be happened around you. You can
actually bring everywhere like in park your car, café, or even in your way home by train. If you are having
difficulties in bringing the printed book maybe the form of Thomas Hobbes: Writings on Common Law &
Hereditary Right (Clarendon Edition of the Works of Thomas Hobbes) in e-book can be your alternate.

Rick Maldonado:

This Thomas Hobbes: Writings on Common Law & Hereditary Right (Clarendon Edition of the Works of
Thomas Hobbes) are generally reliable for you who want to be a successful person, why. The main reason of
this Thomas Hobbes: Writings on Common Law & Hereditary Right (Clarendon Edition of the Works of
Thomas Hobbes) can be one of the great books you must have will be giving you more than just simple
looking at food but feed anyone with information that possibly will shock your prior knowledge. This book
is usually handy, you can bring it all over the place and whenever your conditions in e-book and printed
people. Beside that this Thomas Hobbes: Writings on Common Law & Hereditary Right (Clarendon Edition
of the Works of Thomas Hobbes) forcing you to have an enormous of experience including rich vocabulary,
giving you trial run of critical thinking that we understand it useful in your day pastime. So , let's have it and
luxuriate in reading.

John Ward:

The reason? Because this Thomas Hobbes: Writings on Common Law & Hereditary Right (Clarendon
Edition of the Works of Thomas Hobbes) is an unordinary book that the inside of the e-book waiting for you
to snap it but latter it will zap you with the secret the item inside. Reading this book adjacent to it was
fantastic author who else write the book in such incredible way makes the content on the inside easier to
understand, entertaining means but still convey the meaning entirely. So , it is good for you for not hesitating
having this ever again or you going to regret it. This unique book will give you a lot of benefits than the
other book possess such as help improving your talent and your critical thinking way. So , still want to hold
off having that book? If I had been you I will go to the reserve store hurriedly.



Walton Han:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that question when you got scholars? We believe that that concern was
given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby. And you know
that little person such as reading or as looking at become their hobby. You must know that reading is very
important as well as book as to be the thing. Book is important thing to include you knowledge, except your
own personal teacher or lecturer. You see good news or update with regards to something by book. Different
categories of books that can you go onto be your object. One of them is this Thomas Hobbes: Writings on
Common Law & Hereditary Right (Clarendon Edition of the Works of Thomas Hobbes).
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