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The book Why Did You Come If You Leave Again? is an ethnographer’s personal account of the five years
he spent in one of the remotest parts of Africa. In the author’s comprehensive monograph (eight volumes
published by Schwabe) about the Anyuak, a little-known tribe in South Sudan, there was no space left for a
portrait of the person who did the fieldwork, his professional and personal itinerary, his experiences and
attitudes, his relationship with the local people—let alone for all the adventures he lived when crossing the
wilderness and when struggling to stay alive. 

The travel autobiography sheds light on the long and tedious process of ethnographic fieldwork; it is both
personal and profound, varying between moments of actions and reflections and eventually leading to an
intimate encounter with an African culture. The many riveting stories told in the book are signposts of a
spiritual, psychological, philosophical, and physically exhausting expedition through arid savannah, flooded
plains, and compact walls of elephant grass to the spiritual home of a courageous people who have created in
the middle of wilderness a center of humanity. Though the narrative is essentially about the discovery of a
foreign culture, it also relates the exploration of the ethnographer’s own identity in an environment that
didn’t offer any possibility to escape. 

The book is about thirst, starvation, loneliness and lightening, sickness and death, joy and deliverance,
snakes and spirits, shadow, spittle and footprints, and eventually about the author’s quest for meaning,
beauty, and understanding of the world. The memoir tells a saga about forlornness, hope, and achievement,
and last but not least, growing friendships as the only reward for struggle and pain. The researcher’s
autobiography is captivating for the soul and the mind. It is funny, sad, informative, inspiring, and poetic.
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From reader reviews:

Robert Tyson:

In this 21st centuries, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive today, people have do
something to make these people survives, being in the middle of often the crowded place and notice by
simply surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated the item for a while is
reading. Sure, by reading a publication your ability to survive enhance then having chance to stand than other
is high. For you personally who want to start reading a new book, we give you this particular Why Did You
Come If You Leave Again? Volume 2: THE NARRATIVE OF AN ETHNOGRAPHER'S FOOTPRINTS
AMONG THE ANYUAK IN SOUTH SUDAN book as basic and daily reading book. Why, because this
book is greater than just a book.

Suk Barry:

People live in this new time of lifestyle always make an effort to and must have the free time or they will get
wide range of stress from both daily life and work. So , once we ask do people have free time, we will say
absolutely sure. People is human not just a robot. Then we inquire again, what kind of activity do you
possess when the spare time coming to you actually of course your answer will certainly unlimited right.
Then do you ever try this one, reading ebooks. It can be your alternative within spending your spare time, the
book you have read is actually Why Did You Come If You Leave Again? Volume 2: THE NARRATIVE OF
AN ETHNOGRAPHER'S FOOTPRINTS AMONG THE ANYUAK IN SOUTH SUDAN.

Tara Winston:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to pick book like
comic, limited story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not hoping Why Did You Come If You
Leave Again? Volume 2: THE NARRATIVE OF AN ETHNOGRAPHER'S FOOTPRINTS AMONG THE
ANYUAK IN SOUTH SUDAN that give your pleasure preference will be satisfied by means of reading this
book. Reading addiction all over the world can be said as the opportinity for people to know world far better
then how they react when it comes to the world. It can't be said constantly that reading routine only for the
geeky man but for all of you who wants to be success person. So , for every you who want to start looking at
as your good habit, you are able to pick Why Did You Come If You Leave Again? Volume 2: THE
NARRATIVE OF AN ETHNOGRAPHER'S FOOTPRINTS AMONG THE ANYUAK IN SOUTH SUDAN
become your current starter.

Bruce Davis:

Beside that Why Did You Come If You Leave Again? Volume 2: THE NARRATIVE OF AN
ETHNOGRAPHER'S FOOTPRINTS AMONG THE ANYUAK IN SOUTH SUDAN in your phone, it
could possibly give you a way to get more close to the new knowledge or data. The information and the



knowledge you will got here is fresh from the oven so don't end up being worry if you feel like an old people
live in narrow commune. It is good thing to have Why Did You Come If You Leave Again? Volume 2: THE
NARRATIVE OF AN ETHNOGRAPHER'S FOOTPRINTS AMONG THE ANYUAK IN SOUTH SUDAN
because this book offers to your account readable information. Do you at times have book but you seldom
get what it's about. Oh come on, that wil happen if you have this inside your hand. The Enjoyable option
here cannot be questionable, like treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still want to miss the idea? Find
this book along with read it from right now!
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