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This book bridges the fields of Children’s Literature and Italian Studies by examining how turn-of-the-
century children’s books forged a unified national identity for the new Italian State. Through contextualized
close readings of a wide range of texts, Truglio shows how the 19th-century concept of recapitulation, which
held that ontogeny (the individual’s development) repeats phylogeny (the evolution of the species), underlies
the strategies of this corpus. Italian fairy tales, novels, poems, and short stories imply that the personal
development of the child corresponds to and hence naturalizes the modernizing development of the nation. In
the context of Italy’s uneven and ambivalent modernization, these narrative trajectories are enabled by a
developmental melancholia. Using a psychoanalytic lens, and in dialogue with recent Anglophone Children’s
Literature criticism, this study proposes that national identity was constructed via a process of renouncing
and incorporating paternal and maternal figures, rendered as compulsory steps into maturity and modernity.
With chapters on the heroic figure of Garibaldi, the Orientalized depiction of the South, and the role of girls
in formation narratives, this book discloses how melancholic itineraries produced gendered national subjects.
This study engages both well-known Italian texts, such as Collodi’s The Adventures of Pinocchio and De
Amicis’ Heart, and books that have fallen into obscurity by authors such as Baccini, Treves, Gianelli, and
Nuccio. Its approach and corpus shed light on questions being examined by Italianists, Children’s Literature
scholars, and social and cultural historians with an interest in national identity formation.
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From reader reviews:

Adam Jones:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important take action, like
looking for your favorite reserve and reading a e-book. Beside you can solve your long lasting problem; you
can add your knowledge by the book entitled Italian Children's Literature and National Identity: Childhood,
Melancholy, Modernity (Children's Literature and Culture). Try to face the book Italian Children's Literature
and National Identity: Childhood, Melancholy, Modernity (Children's Literature and Culture) as your friend.
It means that it can to be your friend when you feel alone and beside that course make you smarter than
before. Yeah, it is very fortuned for yourself. The book makes you considerably more confidence because
you can know almost everything by the book. So , we need to make new experience along with knowledge
with this book.

Katherine Humphrey:

Do you certainly one of people who can't read pleasant if the sentence chained within the straightway, hold
on guys this kind of aren't like that. This Italian Children's Literature and National Identity: Childhood,
Melancholy, Modernity (Children's Literature and Culture) book is readable by you who hate the straight
word style. You will find the info here are arrange for enjoyable studying experience without leaving even
decrease the knowledge that want to provide to you. The writer associated with Italian Children's Literature
and National Identity: Childhood, Melancholy, Modernity (Children's Literature and Culture) content
conveys the thought easily to understand by lots of people. The printed and e-book are not different in the
written content but it just different available as it. So , do you still thinking Italian Children's Literature and
National Identity: Childhood, Melancholy, Modernity (Children's Literature and Culture) is not loveable to
be your top checklist reading book?

Brenda Blackmer:

Spent a free time and energy to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their leisure time with their
family, or their particular friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, going to beach,
or picnic in the park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to something
different to fill your own free time/ holiday? May be reading a book can be option to fill your totally free
time/ holiday. The first thing you ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read. If you want to
test look for book, may be the e-book untitled Italian Children's Literature and National Identity: Childhood,
Melancholy, Modernity (Children's Literature and Culture) can be very good book to read. May be it might
be best activity to you.

Franklin Richter:

A lot of book has printed but it differs. You can get it by internet on social media. You can choose the best
book for you, science, comedian, novel, or whatever through searching from it. It is known as of book Italian



Children's Literature and National Identity: Childhood, Melancholy, Modernity (Children's Literature and
Culture). Contain your knowledge by it. Without leaving behind the printed book, it might add your
knowledge and make a person happier to read. It is most important that, you must aware about e-book. It can
bring you from one spot to other place.
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