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Robert Kaplan's The Nothing That Is: A Natural History of Zero was an international best-seller, translated
into eight languages. The Times called it "elegant, discursive, and littered with quotes and allusions from
Aquinas via Gershwin to Woolf" and The Philadelphia Inquirer praised it as "absolutely scintillating."
In this delightful new book, Robert Kaplan, writing together with his wife Ellen Kaplan, once again takes us
on a witty, literate, and accessible tour of the world of mathematics. Where The Nothing That Is looked at
math through the lens of zero, The Art of the Infinite takes infinity, in its countless guises, as a touchstone for
understanding mathematical thinking. Tracing a path from Pythagoras, whose great Theorem led inexorably
to a discovery that his followers tried in vain to keep secret (the existence of irrational numbers); through
Descartes and Leibniz; to the brilliant, haunted Georg Cantor, who proved that infinity can come in different
sizes, the Kaplans show how the attempt to grasp the ungraspable embodies the essence of mathematics. The
Kaplans guide us through the "Republic of Numbers," where we meet both its upstanding citizens and more
shadowy dwellers; and we travel across the plane of geometry into the unlikely realm where parallel lines
meet. Along the way, deft character studies of great mathematicians (and equally colorful lesser ones)
illustrate the opposed yet intertwined modes of mathematical thinking: the intutionist notion that we discover
mathematical truth as it exists, and the formalist belief that math is true because we invent consistent rules
for it.
"Less than All," wrote William Blake, "cannot satisfy Man." The Art of the Infinite shows us some of the
ways that Man has grappled with All, and reveals mathematics as one of the most exhilarating expressions of
the human imagination.
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From reader reviews:

Mary Ybarra:

The book The Art of the Infinite: The Pleasures of Mathematics give you a sense of feeling enjoy for your
spare time. You should use to make your capable far more increase. Book can to be your best friend when
you getting pressure or having big problem along with your subject. If you can make looking at a book The
Art of the Infinite: The Pleasures of Mathematics being your habit, you can get more advantages, like add
your current capable, increase your knowledge about a number of or all subjects. It is possible to know
everything if you like available and read a e-book The Art of the Infinite: The Pleasures of Mathematics.
Kinds of book are several. It means that, science book or encyclopedia or other people. So , how do you
think about this book?

James Sanchez:

What do you concerning book? It is not important along? Or just adding material if you want something to
explain what your own problem? How about your time? Or are you busy particular person? If you don't have
spare time to accomplish others business, it is make one feel bored faster. And you have free time? What did
you do? Every person has many questions above. They need to answer that question since just their can do in
which. It said that about reserve. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is appropriate. Because start from
on jardín de infancia until university need that The Art of the Infinite: The Pleasures of Mathematics to read.

Jerry Bates:

In this 21st one hundred year, people become competitive in most way. By being competitive right now,
people have do something to make them survives, being in the middle of the crowded place and notice by
simply surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated the item for a while is
reading. Yep, by reading a e-book your ability to survive increase then having chance to stand up than other
is high. In your case who want to start reading a book, we give you this kind of The Art of the Infinite: The
Pleasures of Mathematics book as basic and daily reading e-book. Why, because this book is more than just a
book.

Megan Kelly:

This The Art of the Infinite: The Pleasures of Mathematics is great publication for you because the content
and that is full of information for you who else always deal with world and possess to make decision every
minute. This particular book reveal it information accurately using great plan word or we can point out no
rambling sentences included. So if you are read this hurriedly you can have whole facts in it. Doesn't mean it
only provides you with straight forward sentences but tough core information with splendid delivering
sentences. Having The Art of the Infinite: The Pleasures of Mathematics in your hand like getting the world
in your arm, information in it is not ridiculous 1. We can say that no e-book that offer you world inside ten or
fifteen moment right but this guide already do that. So , it is good reading book. Hello Mr. and Mrs. occupied



do you still doubt which?
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