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The inside story of one of the most important and influential TV shows in history.

 “No one is better suited to write this moving account of perhaps the greatest American documentary series
ever made. Jon Else helped film it, and, two decades earlier, as a civil rights worker in the South, he lived
through part of the history involved. He tells the story with the compassion and eloquence it deserves.”
 
--Adam Hochschild, author of KING LEOPOLD’S GHOST, BURY THE CHAINS,  and  TO END ALL
WARS

To be published on the 30th anniversary of the initial broadcast, which reached 100 million viewers.
 
Henry Hampton’s 1987 landmark multipart television series, Eyes on the Prize, an eloquent, plainspoken
chronicle of the civil rights movement, is now the classic narrative of that history. Before Hampton, the
movement’s history had been written or filmed by whites and weighted heavily toward Dr. King’s telegenic
leadership. Eyes told the story from the point of view of ordinary people inside the civil rights
movement—the “fan ladies” and “ordinary world parishioners,” mostly African American. Hampton shifted
the focus from victimization to strength, from white saviors to black courage. He recovered and permanently
fixed the images we now all remember (but had been lost at the time)—Selma and Montgomery, pickets and
fire hoses, ballot boxes and mass meetings.
 
Jon Else was Hampton’s series producer and his moving book focuses on the tumultuous eighteen months in
1985 and 1986 when Eyes was finally created. It’s a point where many wires cross: the new telling of
African American history, the complex mechanics of documentary making, the rise of social justice film, and
the politics of television (the Boston Globe and New York Times published articles about Henry’s bitter
funding problems, in which they named major foundations and corporations like IBM, Xerox, and GM that
had declined to support his telling the civil rights story). And because Else, like Hampton and many of the
key staffers, was himself a veteran of the movement, his book braids together battle tales from their own
experiences as civil rights workers in the south in the 1960s.
 
Eyes re-introduced Emmett Till to a world that had forgotten him and showed us the guts it took to cross the
Pettus Bridge in Selma or walk up the school steps in Little Rock. It chronicled that great expansion of
American democracy through legal victories, direct action, voter registration, and legislation. Hampton was
not afraid to show the movement’s raw realities: conflicts between secular and religious leaders, the shift
toward black power and armed black resistance in the face of savage white violence. It is all on the screen,
and the fight to get it all into the films was at times as ferocious as the history being depicted. Henry
Hampton utterly changed the way social history is told, taught, and remembered today.
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From reader reviews:

Flora Young:

In this 21st centuries, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive right now, people have
do something to make them survives, being in the middle of the actual crowded place and notice by simply
surrounding. One thing that sometimes many people have underestimated it for a while is reading. Yes, by
reading a guide your ability to survive improve then having chance to remain than other is high. In your case
who want to start reading the book, we give you this kind of True South: Henry Hampton and "Eyes on the
Prize," the Landmark Television Series That Reframed the Civil Rights Movement book as starter and daily
reading publication. Why, because this book is more than just a book.

Ashley Taylor:

It is possible to spend your free time to learn this book this reserve. This True South: Henry Hampton and
"Eyes on the Prize," the Landmark Television Series That Reframed the Civil Rights Movement is simple to
develop you can read it in the recreation area, in the beach, train along with soon. If you did not have got
much space to bring the printed book, you can buy the particular e-book. It is make you simpler to read it.
You can save the book in your smart phone. Consequently there are a lot of benefits that you will get when
you buy this book.

Mona Savoy:

With this era which is the greater particular person or who has ability in doing something more are more
treasured than other. Do you want to become considered one of it? It is just simple approach to have that.
What you have to do is just spending your time very little but quite enough to possess a look at some books.
One of several books in the top checklist in your reading list will be True South: Henry Hampton and "Eyes
on the Prize," the Landmark Television Series That Reframed the Civil Rights Movement. This book and
that is qualified as The Hungry Hills can get you closer in getting precious person. By looking upwards and
review this e-book you can get many advantages.

Bryce Adams:

Many people said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a reserve. They are directly felt this when they
get a half areas of the book. You can choose the book True South: Henry Hampton and "Eyes on the Prize,"
the Landmark Television Series That Reframed the Civil Rights Movement to make your personal reading is
interesting. Your own skill of reading talent is developing when you such as reading. Try to choose simple
book to make you enjoy to learn it and mingle the opinion about book and studying especially. It is to be
initially opinion for you to like to wide open a book and examine it. Beside that the guide True South: Henry
Hampton and "Eyes on the Prize," the Landmark Television Series That Reframed the Civil Rights
Movement can to be your friend when you're experience alone and confuse in doing what must you're doing
of their time.
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