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On the morning of July 16, 1964, a white police officer in New York City shot and killed a black teenager,
James Powell, across the street from the high school where he was attending summer classes. Two nights
later, a peaceful demonstration in Central Harlem degenerated into violent protests. During the next week,
thousands of rioters looted stores from Brooklyn to Rochester and pelted police with bottles and rocks. In the
symbolic and historic heart of black America, the Harlem Riot of 1964, as most called it, highlighted a new
dynamic in the racial politics of the nation. The first "long, hot summer" of the Sixties had arrived.

In this gripping narrative of a pivotal moment, Michael W. Flamm draws on personal interviews and delves
into the archives to move briskly from the streets of New York, where black activists like Bayard Rustin
tried in vain to restore peace, to the corridors of the White House, where President Lyndon Johnson struggled
to contain the fallout from the crisis and defeat Republican challenger Barry Goldwater, who had made
"crime in the streets" a centerpiece of his campaign. Recognizing the threat to his political future and the
fragile alliance of black and white liberals, Johnson promised that the War on Poverty would address the
"root causes" of urban disorder. A year later, he also launched the War on Crime, which widened the federal
role in law enforcement and set the stage for the War on Drugs.

Today James Powell is forgotten amid the impassioned debates over the militarization of policing and the
harmful impact of mass incarceration on minority communities. But his death was a catalyst for the riots in
New York, which in turn foreshadowed future explosions and influenced the political climate for the crime
and drug policies of recent decades. In the Heat of the Summer spotlights the extraordinary drama of a single
week when peaceful protests and violent unrest intersected, the freedom struggle reached a crossroads, and
the politics of law and order led to demands for a War on Crime.
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From reader reviews:

Ronald Finch:

This In the Heat of the Summer: The New York Riots of 1964 and the War on Crime (Politics and Culture in
Modern America) is great reserve for you because the content and that is full of information for you who
have always deal with world and have to make decision every minute. That book reveal it info accurately
using great arrange word or we can claim no rambling sentences inside it. So if you are read the idea
hurriedly you can have whole information in it. Doesn't mean it only will give you straight forward sentences
but tough core information with beautiful delivering sentences. Having In the Heat of the Summer: The New
York Riots of 1964 and the War on Crime (Politics and Culture in Modern America) in your hand like
finding the world in your arm, details in it is not ridiculous one particular. We can say that no reserve that
offer you world inside ten or fifteen small right but this guide already do that. So , it is good reading book.
Heya Mr. and Mrs. busy do you still doubt which?

Nannie Hand:

The book untitled In the Heat of the Summer: The New York Riots of 1964 and the War on Crime (Politics
and Culture in Modern America) contain a lot of information on it. The writer explains your ex idea with
easy way. The language is very easy to understand all the people, so do definitely not worry, you can easy to
read it. The book was published by famous author. The author brings you in the new period of literary works.
You can actually read this book because you can keep reading your smart phone, or gadget, so you can read
the book within anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can available
their official web-site and also order it. Have a nice learn.

Kay Young:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that question when you got college students? We believe that that
problem was given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby.
And also you know that little person like reading or as studying become their hobby. You must know that
reading is very important in addition to book as to be the issue. Book is important thing to incorporate you
knowledge, except your current teacher or lecturer. You see good news or update with regards to something
by book. Numerous books that can you choose to adopt be your object. One of them is actually In the Heat of
the Summer: The New York Riots of 1964 and the War on Crime (Politics and Culture in Modern America).

Martin Herrin:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge from the jawhorse. You can take knowledge and
information originating from a book. Book is created or printed or highlighted from each source that filled
update of news. On this modern era like at this point, many ways to get information are available for an
individual. From media social just like newspaper, magazines, science e-book, encyclopedia, reference book,
new and comic. You can add your understanding by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to open



your book? Or just trying to find the In the Heat of the Summer: The New York Riots of 1964 and the War
on Crime (Politics and Culture in Modern America) when you required it?
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