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Widely considered the greatest Russian modernist novel, Andrei Bely's Petersburg has until now eluded the
critical attention that a book of its caliber merits. In The Stony Dance, Timothy Langen offers readers a study
of Bely's masterpiece unparalleled in its comprehensiveness, clarity, and inclusion of detail--a critical study
that is at the same time a meditation on the nature of literary art.

Thoroughly versed in Russian and European modernism, in Bely's biography and writings, and in twentieth-
century literary theory, Langen constructs an original analytic scheme for reading Petersburg. Guided by
Bely's fertile but challenging notions of art and philosophy, he analyzes the novel first as an object
embodying intentions and essences, then as a pattern of signification and events, and finally as a dance of
gestures that coordinate body and meaning, regularity and surprise, self and other, and author, novel, and
reader. The terms are derived from Bely's own writings, but they are nuanced with reference to Russian and
European contexts and clarified with reference to philosophy and literary theory. Langen shows how Bely
invariably challenges his own concepts and patterns, thereby creating an unusually demanding and dynamic
text. In finding an approach to these enriching difficulties, this book at long last shows readers a welcoming
way into Bely's thought, and his masterwork, and their place in the complex world of early twentieth-century
literature.
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From reader reviews:

Carol Hughes:

Have you spare time for a day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time? Yes,
you can choose the suitable activity for spend your time. Any person spent their particular spare time to take
a move, shopping, or went to often the Mall. How about open or even read a book allowed The Stony Dance:
Unity and Gesture in Andrey Bely's Petersburg (SRLT)? Maybe it is to get best activity for you. You know
beside you can spend your time together with your favorite's book, you can smarter than before. Do you
agree with the opinion or you have other opinion?

Amanda Acuna:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to choose book like
comic, small story and the biggest one is novel. Now, why not striving The Stony Dance: Unity and Gesture
in Andrey Bely's Petersburg (SRLT) that give your entertainment preference will be satisfied by reading this
book. Reading practice all over the world can be said as the opportunity for people to know world better then
how they react towards the world. It can't be said constantly that reading behavior only for the geeky
particular person but for all of you who wants to end up being success person. So , for all of you who want to
start reading through as your good habit, you can pick The Stony Dance: Unity and Gesture in Andrey Bely's
Petersburg (SRLT) become your starter.

Thomas Dacosta:

This The Stony Dance: Unity and Gesture in Andrey Bely's Petersburg (SRLT) is great publication for you
because the content and that is full of information for you who all always deal with world and have to make
decision every minute. This particular book reveal it details accurately using great manage word or we can
declare no rambling sentences included. So if you are read the item hurriedly you can have whole
information in it. Doesn't mean it only gives you straight forward sentences but challenging core information
with wonderful delivering sentences. Having The Stony Dance: Unity and Gesture in Andrey Bely's
Petersburg (SRLT) in your hand like getting the world in your arm, data in it is not ridiculous 1. We can say
that no publication that offer you world throughout ten or fifteen moment right but this reserve already do
that. So , this is good reading book. Heya Mr. and Mrs. stressful do you still doubt in which?

Scott Harrington:

As we know that book is essential thing to add our knowledge for everything. By a e-book we can know
everything we wish. A book is a group of written, printed, illustrated as well as blank sheet. Every year
seemed to be exactly added. This publication The Stony Dance: Unity and Gesture in Andrey Bely's
Petersburg (SRLT) was filled regarding science. Spend your free time to add your knowledge about your
technology competence. Some people has diverse feel when they reading the book. If you know how big
benefit from a book, you can sense enjoy to read a guide. In the modern era like today, many ways to get



book that you just wanted.
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