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The real Timon of Athens lived there in the fifth century BCE, making him a contemporary of Socrates and
Pericles. Shakespeare presents Timon as a figure who suffers such profound disillusionment that he becomes
a misanthrope, or man-hater. This makes him a more interesting character than the caricature he had become
to Shakespeare’s contemporaries, for whom “Timonist” was a slang term for an unsociable man.

Shakespeare’s play includes the wealthy, magnificent, and extravagantly generous figure of Timon before his
transformation. Timon expects that, having received as gifts all that he owned, his friends will be equally
generous to him.

Once his creditors clamor for repayment, Timon finds that his idealization of friendship is an illusion. He
repudiates his friends, abandons Athens, and retreats to the woods. Yet his misanthropy arises from the
destruction of an admirable illusion, from which his subsequent hatred can never be entirely disentangled.

The authoritative edition of Timon of Athens from The Folger Shakespeare Library, the trusted and widely
used Shakespeare series for students and general readers, includes:

-Freshly edited text based on the best early printed version of the play
-Full explanatory notes conveniently placed on pages facing the text of the play
-Scene-by-scene plot summaries
-A key to the play’s famous lines and phrases
-An introduction to reading Shakespeare’s language
-An essay by a leading Shakespeare scholar providing a modern perspective on the play
-Fresh images from the Folger Shakespeare Library’s vast holdings of rare books
-An annotated guide to further reading

Essay by Coppélia Kahn

The Folger Shakespeare Library in Washington, DC, is home to the world’s largest collection of
Shakespeare’s printed works, and a magnet for Shakespeare scholars from around the globe. In addition to
exhibitions open to the public throughout the year, the Folger offers a full calendar of performances and
programs. For more information, visit Folger.edu.
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From reader reviews:

Yadira Singh:

This Timon of Athens (Folger Shakespeare Library) usually are reliable for you who want to become a
successful person, why. The reason of this Timon of Athens (Folger Shakespeare Library) can be one of the
great books you must have is actually giving you more than just simple looking at food but feed a person
with information that maybe will shock your earlier knowledge. This book is definitely handy, you can bring
it just about everywhere and whenever your conditions throughout the e-book and printed kinds. Beside that
this Timon of Athens (Folger Shakespeare Library) giving you an enormous of experience including rich
vocabulary, giving you trial of critical thinking that we all know it useful in your day activity. So , let's have
it and revel in reading.

Billy Anderson:

Timon of Athens (Folger Shakespeare Library) can be one of your beginner books that are good idea. We
recommend that straight away because this publication has good vocabulary that can increase your
knowledge in vocab, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nevertheless delivering the information. The
article author giving his/her effort to put every word into enjoyment arrangement in writing Timon of Athens
(Folger Shakespeare Library) yet doesn't forget the main place, giving the reader the hottest along with based
confirm resource information that maybe you can be certainly one of it. This great information may drawn
you into new stage of crucial imagining.

Thomas Hill:

As a university student exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the
library or make summary for some book, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's soul or
real their pastime. They just do what the educator want, like asked to go to the library. They go to presently
there but nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring and also
can't see colorful pictures on there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very important for you. As we
know that on this period, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says, many ways to reach
Chinese's country. Therefore this Timon of Athens (Folger Shakespeare Library) can make you really feel
more interested to read.

Dennis Carson:

Guide is one of source of know-how. We can add our know-how from it. Not only for students but also
native or citizen will need book to know the upgrade information of year in order to year. As we know those
textbooks have many advantages. Beside all of us add our knowledge, could also bring us to around the
world. With the book Timon of Athens (Folger Shakespeare Library) we can get more advantage. Don't that
you be creative people? For being creative person must love to read a book. Merely choose the best book that
acceptable with your aim. Don't end up being doubt to change your life by this book Timon of Athens
(Folger Shakespeare Library). You can more appealing than now.
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