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When Fyodor Dostoevsky proclaims that he is a "realist in a higher sense," it is because the facts are
irrelevant to his truth. And it is in this spirit that Apollonio approaches Dostoevsky’s work, reading through
the facts--the text--of his canonical novels for the deeper truth that they distort, mask, and, ultimately,
disclose. This sort of reading against the grain is, Apollonio suggests, precisely what these works, with their
emphasis on the hidden and the private and their narrative reliance on secrecy and slander, demand.
 
In each work Apollonio focuses on one character or theme caught in the compromising, self-serving, or
distorting narrative lens. Who, she asks, really exploits whom in Poor Folk? Does "White Nights" ever
escape the dream state? What is actually lost--and what is won--in The Gambler? Is Svidrigailov, of such ill
repute in Crime and Punishment, in fact an exemplar of generosity and truth? Who, in Demons, is truly
demonic? Here we see how Dostoevsky has crafted his novels to help us see these distorting filters and
develop the critical skills to resist their anaesthetic effect. Apollonio's readings show how Dostoevsky's
paradoxes counter and usurp our comfortable assumptions about the way the world is and offer access to a
deeper, immanent essence. His works gain power when we read beyond the primitive logic of external
appearances and recognize the deeper life of the text.
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From reader reviews:

Bethany Christiansen:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important take action, like
looking for your favorite guide and reading a reserve. Beside you can solve your problem; you can add your
knowledge by the reserve entitled Dostoevsky's Secrets: Reading Against the Grain (Studies in Russian
Literature and Theory (Hardcover)). Try to make book Dostoevsky's Secrets: Reading Against the Grain
(Studies in Russian Literature and Theory (Hardcover)) as your good friend. It means that it can being your
friend when you really feel alone and beside those of course make you smarter than ever. Yeah, it is very
fortuned in your case. The book makes you a lot more confidence because you can know everything by the
book. So , let us make new experience and also knowledge with this book.

Lanell Sessions:

Spent a free time for you to be fun activity to accomplish! A lot of people spent their leisure time with their
family, or their own friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, planning to beach, or
picnic in the park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to something
different to fill your own personal free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book may be option to fill your free
time/ holiday. The first thing that you'll ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read. If you
want to attempt look for book, may be the reserve untitled Dostoevsky's Secrets: Reading Against the Grain
(Studies in Russian Literature and Theory (Hardcover)) can be fine book to read. May be it can be best
activity to you.

Cynthia Kipp:

Playing with family in a very park, coming to see the ocean world or hanging out with pals is thing that
usually you have done when you have spare time, then why you don't try factor that really opposite from
that. One activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
already been ride on and with addition info. Even you love Dostoevsky's Secrets: Reading Against the Grain
(Studies in Russian Literature and Theory (Hardcover)), it is possible to enjoy both. It is excellent
combination right, you still would like to miss it? What kind of hangout type is it? Oh can occur its mind
hangout fellas. What? Still don't understand it, oh come on its named reading friends.

Alice Hille:

Dostoevsky's Secrets: Reading Against the Grain (Studies in Russian Literature and Theory (Hardcover)) can
be one of your beginning books that are good idea. Most of us recommend that straight away because this
book has good vocabulary that can increase your knowledge in vocab, easy to understand, bit entertaining
but nonetheless delivering the information. The author giving his/her effort to get every word into pleasure
arrangement in writing Dostoevsky's Secrets: Reading Against the Grain (Studies in Russian Literature and
Theory (Hardcover)) yet doesn't forget the main position, giving the reader the hottest along with based



confirm resource data that maybe you can be one among it. This great information could drawn you into
brand new stage of crucial considering.
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