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In Lincoln and Congress, William C. Harris reveals that the relationship between the president and Congress,
though sometimes contentious, was cooperative rather than adversarial. During his time as president,
Abraham Lincoln embodied his personal conviction that the nation’s executive should not interfere with the
work of the legislature, and though often critical of him privately, in public congressional leaders
compromised with and assisted the president to unite the North and minimize opposition to the war.

Despite the turbulence of the era and the consequent tensions within the government, the executive and
legislative branches showed restraint in their dealings with each other. In fact, except in his official messages
to Congress, Lincoln rarely lobbied for congressional action, and he vetoed only one important measure
during his tenure as president. Many congressmen from Lincoln’s own party, although publicly supportive,
doubted his leadership and sought a larger role for Congress in setting war policies. Though they controlled
Congress, Republican legislators frequently differed among themselves in shaping legislation and in their
reactions to events as well as in their relationships both with each other and with the president. Harris draws
intriguing sketches of nineteenth-century congressional leaders and shows that, contrary to what historians
have traditionally concluded, radical Republicans such as Representative Thaddeus Stevens and Senator
Charles Sumner did not dominate their party or Congress. Harris includes the minority party’s role, showing
that Northern Democrats and conservative Unionists of the border states generally opposed Republican
policies but worked with them on support for the troops and on nonwar issues like the Pacific Railroad Bill.

Lincoln and Congress sheds new light on the influence of members of Congress and their relationship with
Lincoln on divisive issues such as military affairs, finance, slavery, constitutional rights, reconstruction, and
Northern political developments. Enjoyable both for casual Civil War readers and professional historians,
this book provides an engaging narrative that helps readers redefine and understand the political partnership
that helped the Union survive.
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From reader reviews:

Angela Hurd:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also work as a life style. This reading habit give you lot of
advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge the particular information inside the book
this improve your knowledge and information. The information you get based on what kind of publication
you read, if you want drive more knowledge just go with education and learning books but if you want
experience happy read one having theme for entertaining including comic or novel. The particular Lincoln
and Congress is kind of book which is giving the reader capricious experience.

Beverly Ingram:

People live in this new time of lifestyle always try to and must have the free time or they will get lots of
stress from both daily life and work. So , when we ask do people have spare time, we will say absolutely
indeed. People is human not only a robot. Then we inquire again, what kind of activity have you got when
the spare time coming to a person of course your answer will probably unlimited right. Then do you try this
one, reading publications. It can be your alternative with spending your spare time, the actual book you have
read is usually Lincoln and Congress.

Jacob Gray:

Reading a book for being new life style in this calendar year; every people loves to read a book. When you
examine a book you can get a lots of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your knowledge,
due to the fact book has a lot of information upon it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts
of book that you have read. If you want to get information about your review, you can read education books,
but if you act like you want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, these us novel, comics, and
soon. The Lincoln and Congress offer you a new experience in examining a book.

Diane Joiner:

In this era globalization it is important to someone to find information. The information will make anyone to
understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information quicker to share.
You can find a lot of sources to get information example: internet, newspapers, book, and soon. You will see
that now, a lot of publisher that print many kinds of book. Often the book that recommended for you is
Lincoln and Congress this book consist a lot of the information of the condition of this world now. This book
was represented how does the world has grown up. The language styles that writer use for explain it is easy
to understand. The writer made some analysis when he makes this book. That's why this book suited all of
you.
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