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In the United States, we now take our ability to pay with plastic for granted. In other parts of the world,
however, the establishment of a "credit-card economy" has not been easy. In countries without a history of
economic stability, how can banks decide who should be given a credit card? How do markets convince
people to use cards, make their transactions visible to authorities, assume the potential risk of fraud, and pay
to use their own money? Why should merchants agree to pay extra if customers use cards instead of cash?

In Plastic Money, Akos Rona-Tas and Alya Guseva tell the story of how banks overcame these and other
quandaries as they constructed markets for credit cards in eight postcommunist countries. We know how
markets work once they are built, but this book develops a unique framework for understanding how markets
are engineered from the ground up—by selecting key players, ensuring cooperation, and providing
conditions for the valuation of a product. Drawing on extensive interviews and fieldwork, the authors
chronicle how banks overcame these hurdles and generated a desire for their new product in the midst of a
transition from communism to capitalism.
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From reader reviews:

Jesse Valles:

This Plastic Money: Constructing Markets for Credit Cards in Eight Postcommunist Countries book is just
not ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you obtain by reading this
book is information inside this reserve incredible fresh, you will get info which is getting deeper a person
read a lot of information you will get. This kind of Plastic Money: Constructing Markets for Credit Cards in
Eight Postcommunist Countries without we realize teach the one who reading it become critical in
considering and analyzing. Don't become worry Plastic Money: Constructing Markets for Credit Cards in
Eight Postcommunist Countries can bring when you are and not make your case space or bookshelves' turn
into full because you can have it in your lovely laptop even telephone. This Plastic Money: Constructing
Markets for Credit Cards in Eight Postcommunist Countries having very good arrangement in word and also
layout, so you will not experience uninterested in reading.

Mark Wolf:

The knowledge that you get from Plastic Money: Constructing Markets for Credit Cards in Eight
Postcommunist Countries is the more deep you searching the information that hide within the words the
more you get interested in reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to be aware of but Plastic Money:
Constructing Markets for Credit Cards in Eight Postcommunist Countries giving you buzz feeling of reading.
The copy writer conveys their point in particular way that can be understood through anyone who read the
item because the author of this guide is well-known enough. This specific book also makes your current
vocabulary increase well. Therefore it is easy to understand then can go along, both in printed or e-book style
are available. We suggest you for having this Plastic Money: Constructing Markets for Credit Cards in Eight
Postcommunist Countries instantly.

Gerald Conway:

Typically the book Plastic Money: Constructing Markets for Credit Cards in Eight Postcommunist Countries
has a lot details on it. So when you make sure to read this book you can get a lot of benefit. The book was
authored by the very famous author. This articles author makes some research prior to write this book. This
book very easy to read you can obtain the point easily after perusing this book.

Donald Jackson:

Many people spending their period by playing outside having friends, fun activity together with family or
just watching TV all day every day. You can have new activity to shell out your whole day by looking at a
book. Ugh, do you think reading a book can definitely hard because you have to accept the book
everywhere? It ok you can have the e-book, taking everywhere you want in your Cell phone. Like Plastic
Money: Constructing Markets for Credit Cards in Eight Postcommunist Countries which is having the e-
book version. So , try out this book? Let's view.
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