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An uplifting novel about the families we create and the places we call home.

It is 1904. When Frederick and Jette must flee her disapproving mother, where better to go than America, the
land of the new? Originally set to board a boat to New York, at the last minute, they take one destined for
New Orleans instead ("What's the difference? They're both new"), and later find themselves, more by chance
than by design, in the small town of Beatrice, Missouri. Not speaking a word of English, they embark on
their new life together.

Beatrice is populated with unforgettable characters: a jazz trumpeter from the Big Easy who cooks a mean
gumbo, a teenage boy trapped in the body of a giant, a pretty schoolteacher who helps the young men in
town learn about a lot more than just music, a minister who believes he has witnessed the Second Coming of
Christ, and a malevolent, bicycle-riding dwarf.

A Good American is narrated by Frederick and Jette's grandson, James, who, in telling his ancestors' story,
comes to realize he doesn't know his own story at all. From bare-knuckle prizefighting and Prohibition to
sweet barbershop harmonies, the Kennedy assassination, and beyond, James's family is caught up in the
sweep of history. Each new generation discovers afresh what it means to be an American. And, in the
process, Frederick and Jette's progeny sometimes discover more about themselves than they had bargained
for.

Poignant, funny, and heartbreaking, A Good American is a novel about being an outsider-in your country, in
your hometown, and sometimes even in your own family. It is a universal story about our search for home.
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From reader reviews:

Dorinda Kling:

In this age globalization it is important to someone to get information. The information will make someone
to understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information easier to share. You
can find a lot of references to get information example: internet, paper, book, and soon. You can observe that
now, a lot of publisher this print many kinds of book. Typically the book that recommended to you is A
Good American this book consist a lot of the information on the condition of this world now. This book was
represented how do the world has grown up. The language styles that writer make usage of to explain it is
easy to understand. The particular writer made some investigation when he makes this book. Here is why this
book appropriate all of you.

Bobbie Burke:

In this particular era which is the greater individual or who has ability in doing something more are more
precious than other. Do you want to become considered one of it? It is just simple method to have that. What
you must do is just spending your time not very much but quite enough to get a look at some books. One of
the books in the top listing in your reading list is A Good American. This book that is certainly qualified as
The Hungry Hillsides can get you closer in turning out to be precious person. By looking upwards and
review this reserve you can get many advantages.

Benjamin Deloatch:

As we know that book is very important thing to add our information for everything. By a book we can know
everything we wish. A book is a range of written, printed, illustrated or even blank sheet. Every year has
been exactly added. This guide A Good American was filled concerning science. Spend your free time to add
your knowledge about your scientific research competence. Some people has diverse feel when they reading
any book. If you know how big benefit from a book, you can experience enjoy to read a e-book. In the
modern era like at this point, many ways to get book that you just wanted.

Douglas Johnson:

As a student exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the library as
well as to make summary for some guide, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's internal
or real their interest. They just do what the trainer want, like asked to go to the library. They go to generally
there but nothing reading critically. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring and can't see
colorful pictures on there. Yeah, it is to become complicated. Book is very important to suit your needs. As
we know that on this time, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says, many ways to reach
Chinese's country. Therefore this A Good American can make you experience more interested to read.
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